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PREFACE. 

w * . . p* ■ 

WHEN I came to a full 
Kefohiticfiri of throw- 
ing in my. inconfide* 
rable Mite, towards (tarrying on 
the bleffed Defign of St. Terifa 
and other eminent Servants of 
God, To ferfmade all the Worll> 
to be devoted to St. Jofeph ; ■(*) I 
had then no other Intention*, 
than to epitomife R. F. Barry's 
Remarks ox the Life of our Pa* 
triarch. All the Copies of the 

A a focraoAL 
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The P R E F A C E. 

fecond Englifh Edition, from the 
French Original, were bought 
up, fo great is the Devotion to 
the exalted K/eper of his Lord, 
and God. Altho* fome had re- 
mained unfold, the Letter was 
fo troublefomly little, that many 
found Inconvenience by perufirig 
the Book. 4 

Confidering attentively the 
mention'd Treatife, 1 was of 
Opinion that feveral FafTages 
might be omitted, and others 
added, in Honour of the Saint. 
£uch as compare the two Pieces, 
will take Notice that I have 
not confin'd my felf to his Mat- 
ter, much Ids to his Method. 
Nothing is paffed over, which 
I concluded material to my De- 
fign.I have not only abbreviated 
Several Accounts of miraculous 
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Afliftance, but likewife have 
brought into left Compafs, the 
Prayers in Honour of St. Jofefh's 
Seven Dolours and Seven Joys. 
Yet have enlarg'd the Medita- 
tions in Order to prafrical Ver- 
tues. Altho' the Subje& is co- 
pious, I would not encreafe the 
Number of Confiderations de« 
fign'd for the O&ave of the glo- 
rious Saint. 

Erudite Plutdrch, writing the 
Life ofThefeus, feems in con- 
cern that he's ignorant of many 
remarkable A tchievments of that 
Athenian Hero : I have greater 
Reafon to lament, that little is 
Jcnown of our Hebrew Prince. 
F. Barriers Book was publifh'd 
ieventy Years ago, and If I mi- 
ftake not, 'twas penn'd fome- 
thing in haft, for he took not 

A j vsos 
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time to inform himfelf of tW| 
Miracles in Italy, Portugal , Sfafaj 
and other Parts of the World£ 
where the Devotion is enter* 
tain'd with as great Alacrity 
and Fervour as in frame. The 
moft of his Collections are from 
Lyons y and he gleans fomething 
in other few Places. Perchance 
he fix'd a time for finifhing bis 
Work, to comply with a VoMr 
at theccafing of the Peftilenccj 
at Lyons. What has pafsM be* 
fore the writing of his Book, of 

. fince the laft 70 Years, I am 
not in Circurnftances to ac- 
quaint the pious Reader. Thus 
I know, that in the laft Century 
moft Chriftians Addrefs St. Jo? 
fefh ; Princes that they may go*< 
vern as they ought to do, and 

jwfervc their Subje£U in dufc 
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fepbedience ; Priefts, to beg rcvc- 
bgnce and Devotion when they 
jpliold in their Hands the Son of 
iQfid •, thofe in Matrymony, that 
ko the Glory of God, they may 
mifcharge their Duties in their 
hlfarailies ; .Virgins, that St. Jo- 
Miph .will proteci their pure Inte- 
Hgrity; Tradefmen, that their 
Wailing Life thro' Chrift's Me- 
wits, and their own Co-opera* 
won, may deferve to enjoy the e- 
Sernal Vifion of him who was 
>tP Labours from his Touth. (*) In 
|fc Word, all make Intereft with 
£hjm, for a holy Life and happy 
jJDeath, he having expir'd in the 
^Jjyjne Arms ofjefus, the Mother 
jtof God kneeling ciofe by his 
pBedfide. For this Reafon he is 

L^ A 4 a 
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a fpecial Patron of the numerous 
Congregation *k Bona, Morte, of 
which the Jjjociates experience 
prefent Comfort, with a clear 
Profpe& of future Happinefs. 

My chief Defign in publishing 
the following Sheets, was that 
all Tongues fhould praife St. Jo- 
feph 9 all Hearts fhould love him ; 
but a fecondary Inducement was 
to inftru£t fome of the Vulgar, 
who look upon St. Jofeph as a 
common and abjed Artificer, 
and that after a cafuai Way, he 
became Spoufe to the bleifed 
Virgin. *Tis out of Difpute, 
that he exercis'd the humble 
Calling of a Carpenter, but the 
firft Chapter will create Ideas of 
his Excellency, and fet the Judg- 
ment right. There are not want- 
ing in many Places a more dan- 
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geroui Sort of ignorant Men: 
whom the Prince of the Apoftles 
dire&s Us to Silence, (a) They 
ptetend to Sallies of Wit, and up- 
on all Oecafions covet the Title 
of Literature, altho' they are on- 
ly Smatterers of a few indigefted 
Fragments. With thefe nothing 
is fo facred, that is not exposed 
toCenfure, fometimes to Con- 
tempt/ The heathen Orator 
Tully was reproached for Defeft 
of Confideration, he being fo 
great an Admirer of his own 
Thoughts, That he would rather 
lofe his Friend than lofe his Jejt, 
but thefe Baptized, profane Drolls 
hazard the Difpleafure of Al- 
mighty God rather than forbear 
a (illy Conceit, which may raife 

A 5 Smiles 
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Smiles amongft their irreligious 
Crew, as has been oljferv'd by 
foroe Refledions on the Devo- 
tion to St. Jpfifb* Xhis Ufi- 
chiiftiaq Liberty proceeds moft- 
\y from keeping Compajny with 
iuch Authors as recommend 
deadly Poyfon, under the gildecj 
Pill of Wit and Eloquence, 

The Church of Chrift took 
great Care in all Ages to pre* 
yent the Reading of. pernicious 
Books. Co* ft amine the Great, 
VdtntinUn^ Martian and Jufti- 
man (a) ena&e.d Penal Laws to 
terrify and punifh bold Offen- 
ders, commanding fuch dange- 
rous Works jto be brought in, 

and 
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(4) fo^om. lib. i. c, 20. & 1. 2. c. 31. Cone, 
Calccd. Aft. 1. t£ in fine Cone. cap. Impercto* 

.*&&?£. lib. 3.C.61. 62k In vita Cwftminu 
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and to be burnt. Lech not be ob- 
jefted that no Inconvenience fol- 
lows running over filch Books, 
as are diverting, 'and improve 
Language, altho' dropt from a 
prolan* fen ; the Vrhrtitive ChrU 
fiUbi folve the frivolous Diffi- 
culty, who thought fc< their in-* 
difpenlable Duty to heap Up the 
Books even of Curbfity,^} and 
publiekly to burn thetn. This 
was by Order of Afojltititol 2eaf, 
but in our corrupt! ' Agej fome 
Men are of Tola* Morals, as 
to make ufe of Books in the very 
Face of the Altar,' that have been 
branded and prohibited under 
fevere Penalties by the greateft 
Authority-upon Earth. 

" A 6 A 
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A corrupt and condemned Au- 
thor leads infeniibly his admi- 
ring Reader into Sentiments ftti- 
table %0 Heterodox Principles. 
He begins to applaud the polite 
Stile, the moving Expreflions, 
and edifying Periods, He per- 
ceives no harm at all, but reaps 
much Fruit by ferious Attention 
to the fpiritual Reflexions, Why 
fhould this Holy Man (fays he) 
be unjuftly filenc'd? doubtlefs 
'tis done by Malice or Mis- 
information; fo the Infe&ion 
fpreads it felf like a Cancer. O- 
Dedience to the fupreme Pottor is 
undervalued, he flatters himfelf 
with ill-grounded Security, and 
is out of Rumour, and dilpleas'd 
with thofe who attempt the 
Cure, that is, who endeavour to 
to undeceive him. 
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Wdre it not to exceed the in* 
tended Brevity of a Preface, I 
would enlarge upon* the many 
Advantages which pious Souls 
experience by converting with 
Spiritual Authors. Thefe in- 
ftru& the erring Underftanding 
to unlearn falfe worldly Maxims, 
and perfwade the Will to walk 
with obedient Alacrity after 
Chrift, in the narrow, but loan e 
and only way to Salvation. The 
laft finiihing Stroke to St. Augu* 
(ti??s lingering Converfiort, was, 
Take up, and read, (4) and the 
firft Corner Stone in the Foun- 
dation of the Society ofjefa, was 
placed as the Holy Church de- 
clares, (b) by a cafual reading of 

pious 
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pious Books. If Cleombratus by 
giving 'Attention to Plato's Ph*- 

jfej*,'-of-.the SoulV Immortality* 
haftned willingly, but finfully, 
to a voluntary Death, (a) and 
Seneca is of Opinion, that altho' 
the fharp fiillet gave Cato the 
Poffe to die, 'twas Plato's Pha* 
don aflifted him with a willing 
Mind,what may not be expe&cd 
by Servants of Gad, who hear 
as it were the Almighty (peaking 
to them in fpiritual Treaties? 
.When they have before then* 
the Lives of Saints, and obferVe 
the Path which led to the tri- 
umphal Arch, the Gate of eter- 
nal Glory ; Efpeeially the Chri- 

ftian 
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Reader , begging at the 
fame time , that his underftand* 
ing may be fo enlightned, as to 
fingle out fomething for imita- 
tion, and his will fo inflam'd, ai 
Co put reading into Pra&ife. 

If any profane Sceptick offers 
to Criticife , upon the extolling 
of St. Jofeph J s Prerogatives, let 
fuch an one know, that this is a 
dutiful Compliance with theO^- 
nifotent's Command, promulged 
by Royal David in his laft Pfalm, 
Praife the Lord in his Saints, (a) 
the Grecian Do£br St. Gregory 
Nazianzen* told his numerous 
Auditory, That praifwg St. A* 
thenafius, hepraifed God (h) from 
whom *all vertue flows to his Ser- 
vants. I owe much to the Me- 
mory 
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mory of great St. Jofefb, there- 
fore, I not only devote my felf 
and dedicate to him, the follow- 
ing poor Labours of mine, . hut 
like wife declare, that by extol- 
ling his Dignity and Glory, ] 
magnify the goodnefeof the mod 
facred Trinity , that raifed him 
to fo high a Station, as to be 
Kjeper of his God ,and chaft Sfoufe 
to the Mother of his Redeemer, 
and as fuch an one, he is to be 
glorified upon Earth, as he is moft 
Glorious in Heaven. 

Before I proceed to my Refie- 
fttins, 'tis not jforeign from the 
fubje&^fome will conclude it ne- 
cellar y) to obviate a feeming Ob* 
jc£fcion which may occur , con- 
cerning St. Jofepl/s Paternity o- 
ver Jefu*) and his Hereditary 
Right to the Throne of David. 
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The pious Reader is to take lpe- 
tial Notice , that I find in ac- 
curate Authors, and learn'd Di- 
vines, the fubftance of what I 
deliver in the firft Chapter. Not 
to be tedious, in a prolix recital 
of what is probably known al- 
ready to Men of reading, I pro- 
duce only the Opinion of one of 
the moft celebrated, and applau- 
ded Commentators of Holy Scri- 
pture, who's very Name brings 
with it Authority , and whole 
Works were rigoroufly revised 
at Rome, Anno 1636 , and ap- 
proved by the Mafier of the f acred 
Palace, a learn'd Divine of the 
Holy Order of St. Dominick. My 
admir'd Author is Cornelius Cor- 
nelii a Layide , who was Well 
vers'd (as the deputed Revifor 
by the Mafter of the facred Pa- 
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la,cc obferyesj both in Ectlefia&i - 
td andfecuUr Hsftorj, and %n wri* 
ttrs of dl kinds.. The Ctnfor like- 
wife for the Impreflion of hi? 
Commentaries upon the four E? 
yangelifts, Gafpar Efirix T a Li* 
centiate of Theology 7 wis not con? 
tent with the fir ft perufal, but 
whether for his own Satisfaction 
or Security, gave them a fecond 
reading, {tegi y fays he, & Re^ 
fegi) and concluded, that 'twas 
advantageous to the publick, hi$ 
elaborate Works fhould fee 
Light. Cornelius makes a long 
pifcourfe, and proves Solidily, 
what I affert in the firft Chap- 
ter. I only give a few Claufes, 
to prevent (topping and ftudy-. 
ing when 'tis read, that Jofeph % 
was Jefnis Father, and had He- 
rpditarjrRight to D*vsd 7 s Seep-. 

" " \fct 
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ter. Take a Lapide\ own words 
upon the firft Chapter of S& 
Mat then, verfe 16. page 47. 

Jofeph was the right and hegu 
tlmate Father of Chrifi (verus & 
Legitimates will be explicated 
by me afterwards^ and Chrifi be- 
came Heir to the Scepter andThrone 
tf David, by Jofeph—»«not only by- 
Gods promife % or donation, but by 
hereditary right of SucceJJson, the 
fcePter of Juda devolved to JefM 

Ghfift by JofepPs Title As Jo- 

feph had a Paternal right <rOer 
Chrift j viz. all authority Parents 
have over their Sons, fo likewife 
Chrifi had a filial right in refpefc 
to Jofephy viz. all the Claims Sons 
can pretend to, from their Parents^ 
and accordingly Right to the Kjng- 
dam of the Jews, after the Death 
tf Joffyh.-—-By conference the 
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father, aqd Grand-fathers of Jo* 
ftfhy were frfi born, or eldest Sons, 
that the right to the Kjngdom, 
might be devolved to them , &c 
So Francifcus Lucas , and other s t 
who have profoundly examined theje 
matters. The (aid Cornells, up- 
on the above cited verfe , Ad- 
mires with modefty at fuch, who 
opine otherwife, in thefe words ; 
Wherefore fome Divines, undefer- 
wedly rejeff this Opinion, ofChriJPs 
Hereditary Right , to the Kjfig- 
domotjadea, &c. 
-, .'Iwas needlefs to lav thus 
much to the learn'd, antf 'tis 
fcarce enough for thofe, whjo are 
Strangers to Authors difcufling 
this Subje£h I do not atteft his 
hereditary Right to the Crown 
as, an uncontrolable Truth, but 
J joyn JiTue with fu?h as afTert 
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it, and likewife with Eminent 
Servants of God, whoaddrefc 
St. Jofipb as the greateft Stint la 
Heaven, nexfc to the Immaculate 
Mother o[God. 
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CHAP. ,1. 

the Dignity and Glory of 
St. Jofeph. 

T E V E R did any Ftrfin, of 

^kl what Rank foever, claim 

^| with greater Juftice, the 

fublimc Encomium, Her 

■band is Noble t (a) thaa the Vir- 

* Proverb* %v*l« ".'■• 



2 S. Jofeph'j Dignity and Glory. 

gin Spoufe of Mary. He was molt 
noble, by his Birth, noble for his Me- 
rits, noble in his Station. The mifc 
call'd Grandees of the World, too 
frequently raifethemfelyes by Rapin, 
and Blood, on the Ruins of opprefs'd 
Innocency \ they aggrandize them- 
felves, ftanding above the Vulgar, 
upon a high Pedeftal of Riches and 
Titles, which to the moral Philofo- 
pher, (a) appear'4 no greater a 
Wonder, than to admire a Pygmy^ 
upon a Mountain \ bring him down 
and the Dwarf is matter of Mirth : 
In like Manner, deveft thofe, who 
are ador'd, of what fa highly recom- 
mends them, and they may be in 
the lamentable Circunfftances of 
trampled on Scjanus\ or ftarv'd Beli* 
farius. The mighty Conqueror 6fj4Jim 9 
Alc&ondcr ftiled the Great , taade a 
3laze,-.f fc* Earth was file nt in hij Sights 

{b) pulhing on his Gonquefts to 
- . .. . .•- '. -the 



rr 



'J S**/ca. Zpjf, 4X T (b) Zrj&JLcl^b. \,* 



S. Jofephv Dignity and Glory. } 

the Extremity of the Earth, and 
flaying Kings and Princes, he vanifh'd 
upon the fiiddaio, little remaining of 
his Memory, except the invading 
others Dominions, and generous An- 
fwers, kind Hiftorians allow him, 
in Entertaining Friends, or Ene- 
mies. 

There is a nobler Tort of Grandeur 
VIZ. PertM, which raifes a Man above 
the Level -of others^ and places Mortals 
-above the Stars $: (a) this looks 
on Earth with Difdain, and afpires 
to be called. Great in the- Kingdom of 
Heavtn.(V) S*Jefepb was favoured with 
all Requifits, to render him ihui tru- 
ly Great : By Birth he was a Prince, 
lineally defcendingfrom therenown'd 
-Kings of the written Law, he bad 
in his Veins the pureft Blood of an- 
iient'Patriarchs^ and Prophets. The 
Evangelift brings down his Pedi- 
■grec from great -Abraham^ and the 

§ 2 'Angel 

(a) Scute. £pift. 88. (b) S. NUA. v\<** 



4 S. JofephV Dignity and Glory*. 

Angel falutes him with the Royal 
Title, Son ofDavid.(a) Not to dwell 
upon this unparallel'd Extraction, 
fie had the fame Progenitors as the 
Son of God made Man, and the feve- 
ral Promifes of God to the Houfe of 
David (b) of the cxpe&ed Meffias to 
be born of his Race, and to be called 
King of the Jews (as he was ftil'd in 
the Grot of Bethlehem) (c) devolved 
to our Redeemer from S. Jofefh. 

'Twould be a reviving the bla£ 
phemous Herefy of ftigmatiz'd Gr- 
rimhus, to aflert, that Jefus was by 
Nature the real Son of Jofefh^ yet 
he mult be look'd on as his Legi- 
timate Parent,, and entitled in all 
things to the right of Paternity, ex- 
cept that of Generation (d) which ac- 
cording to Rupertus Abbas (e) the e- 

ternai 



(a) S. M*u i. 20. (b) 2 l(eg. 7. 3 %eg. 9. 

J>f*M. 88 tf 13 1. (i) S. Mdt. 2. 2. M) Da - 

m^?e». 0rat. de Nativ* B* F. U) Bmm* iu 
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Jrnal Father fuppiy'd, by infufing 
no the Husband of Mary, a Paternal 
,ovefor her Son Jefus. (a) A Child 
iwfally conceived in Matrimony, 
lay ft rift ly call the Husband, Father, 
fhich Title the H. Ghe& honours 
• J'fefh with, by the Month of the 
31 maculate Virgin, in her Blefied 
on's Preftncc \Tour Father and I have 
mght you forr owing, (b) Children re- 
lated by common Fame, to belong 
fuch a Parent, or thofe who arc 
doptcd, have right to inherit Ti- 
les; and Patrimonies, much more 
efus who was born of Mary, JofefWs 
Vife ; For according to the approved 
taciom of the Law, whatever grows 
v, or is built upon another 's Soil, belongs 
9 the Owner thereof (c) Nor doth it 

avalidate what is here ofier'd, that 
ejus was the fupcrnatural Fruit of 
Virginity, for as Corn growing mi- 
ll 3 raculoufly 



(a) Rupert, in I M*tb. (b^ S«btaa% «£* 
) laftiu ie fy. Divif. 
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Errata. . 

[y Age *}• \ini u oriarini fm$**t t rtad 
r iriefhtghm ttmmmt, p. 41. 1.2. £/fe- 
li$r t**fo r. efotully again ft tb$fe 9 p. 60 • 
I. so* fnfimeous, r. lnfta*t*Mccus 9 p, 7*. I. nit. 
fo#*J*£, r. tew**, p. 1 3 j. 1. 3. Slit, r. B Abe t 
p. 141. 1. 15. tf/lrtr Jmenyidd Ogr Father ^c. 
Hiil Mvj 9 &c. p. 144- !• 12. fdjs, t. fay 9 
f. 149* 1. *>.' loo\ine % r« looking for > p. 156. 
Wtfc* #*, r. »«fVe $ p. 17$. 1. 14* Ti'jfe, r« 
ftri/f, p# 19^ tsutinefsy r. baug)*i*efsfc2o6* 
l« ii. conplaic ', r. contemplate, pt 210. L 5. 
0t prcfcnct of God, T.inthcp*efcncc t p. 2*5. 
I H'frtfritfp y. proftrate. 
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8 S. JofephV Dignity and Glory. 

receives a Prophet y in the Name of s 
Prophet, flsatt have the Reward of a 
Prophet (a) He who with Toil and 
Sweat 9 entertained God made Man^ 
lhall not he have a Reward pro- 
portionable to the Greatneis of his 
Gueft ? his daily Actions in ferving 
Cbrifij related to the Order of Hy- 
pofiatical Union, and therefore were 
more divine. (&) Can any thing be 
more aftonilhing, and at the fame 
time more delightful, . than a Re- 
flexion, How Jofeph walked with 
Jefus in one Hand, and Mary in the 
other, both being committed by Hea- 
ven to his Care and Conduct. 

THfe 

(a) MdU io.*4i. (b) A Lapide in i Math; 

Qu*dm mimfleriapracife pertinent ad ordi- 
ticm gratia gratum faciemis, & in boc,j'upre- 
mum fafiigium ttnent Apofloli, &c. alia vcro 
funt minifteria, qua attingunt ordinem unionts 
fypoftatica, qui ex fuo gtnere perfcttior cji } 
utpatct de maternitate Dei in B. Virgine^ C? in 
jfaserd/xe eft miniftcrium S. Jufeybi. Suar?i 3 
&&.fjr. 29. P/fputJca. i. % 



(I ) 



THE 



PREROGATIVE! 

Power and Protection 
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C H A P. I. 

Of the Dignity and Glory < 

St, Jofeph. 

NE V E R did any P«r/i», 
what Rank foever, clai 
with greater Juftice, t 
fublime Encomium, h 
Husband is Ncble t (a) than the Vi 

(*) Proverb' %\ % 2 Ji 
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fuerusj dcfcrv'd to have that dutiW 
Performance, tranfmitted to Pofte 

riVf by imperial Annals, (a) to b< 
ctoathed with Royal Robes \ and i 
Princely Diadem Jet on his Head, tin 
fir& Prince of the CourJ to lead hi 
Horfe, through the large Streets o 
populous Sufan, and to proclaim ; f! 
the Man is to be honour* d, (b) who* 
the King is fleas y d to honour^ wha 

Preferment, what Marks of Eileen 
and <?lory, is due to our great Pa 
march the Guardian and Governou 
of the King of Kings, Jefus Chrifi 
Who fupported him in his Minority 
and with many a fatig\iing Day 
Work, took Pains, that the Son t 
Cod fhduld not be neceflitated t 
pafs from Dpor to Door beggin 
Subfiftance Bread. All the nobl 
Presents, of grateful Returns t 
Favour*, recorded )>y Plutarch, Tin 
Lfoius, VaU Maximus, and other Au 

thoi 
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f*) Zfter 2. 21. (b) Ibid. c. 6, V. *** 
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S. Jofeph's Dignity and Glory, j i 

thors, whether facred or prophane, 
are infignificant and ufelcfi, to ex* 
prefs Jefus's Love to Jofeph ! Hear 
our bltf&d Redeemer's own Words in 
a Revelation approved by the Ea- 
fiern Church, and recited by Jfiderus 
out of grave Authors \ I conversed 
(fcid ChriftJ with Jofeph* as if J had 
ken his Son, he commanded me and I 
ebefd him i I lov'd him as my Fathir 7 
and even as the very Affle ef my Eye* 
So he was honoured, whom the 
great God of jijfuerus was plcds'd to 
honour, the < Omnipotent Creator *- 
beytngthtyekeefMan.(a) '•:' 

The Apoftles took it as a fpecial 
Favour, to be permitted to , eat at 
the fame. Table with their Mejfw 
and Mafier^ and certainly 'it was -lb •* 
The Penitent Magdalen diflbVd in- 
to Tears of Love, at the killing his 
(acred Feet, her Soul .averftow* 
ing with Heavenly Delights \\Si Jehn 
- ! ' * B 6 Evangelifi 

n il ■■ ft* i'l iili>> i n mymmmmmm+4 ' in ' m 
(S)$0f. MO. 14. 
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12 5. Jofeph V Dignity And Gtor} 

EvMnplift leaning on his divin 
Breaft fcem'd to hare a Foretaft o 
the Sweets of Partdife, and yet wha 
is all this, compared to the Favour 
and Privileges S. Jofeph enjoy'd, no 
for a fhort time, bat converling fa 
miliarly with him, for the long Spaa 
of near thirty Years ? The httb 
Jefus in his Infancy lean'd daily 01 
iiis Father's Breaft, and whilft th< 
Patriarch humbly carfefs'd him, 'tis nc 
vain imagination to represent tc 
ourfelves the divine Babe ftretching 
forth his (acred Arms, calling then 
about his Neck, and fainting him 
Oh ! the unfpeakable Joy, which thee 
replenilhed the Heart of this blef 
led Saint ! efpccially at fuch times 
as deputed Choirs of Angels fang 
in the little Houfe of Ntzjireth the 
Glory of their great God> there pre- 
fent in St. Jofefh 7 $ Arms. This hap- 
pened frequently as the blefled Vir- 
gin reveard to St. Bript in the fol 
Jomng Words : St. Jofeph #/t«» be- 

W 
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held an admirable Glory, in the Midft 
rf which my Son appear 9 a in great Splen- 
\ der^ and at the fame time Heavenly Mu- 
fck delighted our Hearts, the Angels 
declaring and finging the Glory of my 
Son. (a) S. Jofeph killing a thoufand 
times, the facred Feet oihis Saviour, 
fcem'd continually on Mount Thabor, 
and had greatcft Reafon to congra- 
tulate with himfelf, and fay to Jefus, 

LorJi 'tis good for us to be here, (b) The 
hidden Life of Jefus cf Nazareth, is 
a Subjeft, not for Difcourfe but Con- 
tcmplation. 

The merciful Decree having pafs'd 
to Redeem prevaricating Mankind, 
the Sen of God fingled out the ever 
immaculate Virgin Mary to be his 
Mother, whom the eternal Father 
adopted as his Daughter: AConfort 
was to be found, a Helper like to her 
felf, (a) and for many important Rca- 

fons, 
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bns. That (he might not be fton' 
;o Death for an Adulterefs, that h< 
?edigree might be derived by h< 
husband's, that (he might have 
Support and Comforter, S. Jgnatl 
M. adds a fourth, (*) That the m 
raculous conception of Chrilt mi& 
9e conceaVd from the Devil. But beir 
.hat Man is Head of the Woman^ . 
Chriii is Head of the Church ■ at 

%s the Church is fubjett to Chrift, fo al 
Women in all thin* $ to their Hush am 
(b) Who was fo qualified as to coe 
mand Her whom the higheft Ser 
phim would take it as an Honour 
obey ? She to receive fubmiffively 
Husband's Orders, and to move ir 
tied iately at his firft Beck.' He 
and admire ! The moll bleffed Trim 
out of the numerous Tribe of Jua 
made choice of the Heir to t 

Crov 
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(4) 4/ud S. &icron* in 1 AUtfc* (6) Ai 
tyf. 23, 24. 
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Irown (a) and Scepter of David % 
oc poffibly becaufe lie was fo, but 
:>r that he was juft, (b) which Word 
; comprehenfive, and includes,/! per- 
& fofeflion of all Virtues, (c) If Men 
f the World could have appointed 
heir Parents, they would have had 
hem fo polilh'd in every refpeft, 
hat the molt inventive Thought, 
ould not defcribe Perfons of great* 
r Perfedtion, both as to Mind and 
tody *, the Power of God could make 
he Sfoufe of Mary preferable in Ver- 
ues, to all other Men, and to fur-* 
(life his Goodnefs has not favoured 
lim, is to rank divine Affe&ion be-* 
leat hour own. • 

We cannot be too tender and 
autious in the leaft feemiog Com- 
>arifon, relating to the B. Virgin 
vith St. Jofeph. She is like the radi- 
int Sun i in her Prefencfe Stars of 

the 
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the firft Magnitude disappear. : 
alone, gave a Body to redeem 
World, for the Flejh of Chrifi % is 
Flejh */Mary, IV] The Omnipotei 

of God cannot create a greater 7i 
ther. jV) She had a clear Knowlec 
of her eminent Dignity; that 
was not only fbvereign Qpeen 
all Saints and Angels, but the ti 
and real Mother of God, and 
this RefpeS St*. Jofeph was much I 
inferior, yet the Love and Refp 
ihe had for her dear Sfouf* % cau 
her to fet afide her Prerogatives, a 
as one under Obedience, to renc 
him all Manner of Service and E 
nour imaginable. Jefus was her G< 
and (he called Jofeph her Lord^ [ 
fpeaking to him and of him w 
profound Refped and Efteem, a: 
he had been more deferving th 

. h 



n~m 



»— » 



/>75. j4ti£uRin. Serm. it Jffumf. [jr 
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S. JofephV Dignity and Glory. 1 7 

herfelf. Never was any Virgin Lady 
fo faithfully loving, fo chaftly hc- 
hav'd, fo religioufly engaging ia 
Converfation, with her noble Spoufe. 
She lov'd him tenderly, as the zea- 
lous Prote&or of her confccrated 
Virginity, as the Prefer ver of her 
Bnfpotted Honour, againft any Sur- 
mife or Reproach, concerning her 
virginal Child-Birth : She refpedfced 
him as Head and Husband, as one of 
the greateft Merit of all Mankind, 
next to her Son Jefus ; therefore flic 
chearfuHy condefcended to the mean- 
eft Services, whereby fee could ex- 
prefs her humble Duty. O Preroga- 
tive not to be Efficiently fct forth 
by an Angel ! If the aftonifh'd 
Sr. Elizabeth was fix'd in Admira- 
tion, and with a loud Voice, cry'd 

out, whence is this to me, that the Mo- 
ther of my Lord Jhould come to me [VJ 

How ought we to extol his Dignity, 

whom 

C<*3 S.Luk. 1.43, 
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whom the fame Mother of <7* 
ferv'd and obey'd long thirty Years 
The Devout Clients may take fu] 
Notice, how in honouring S. Je/epi 
they join with the ever blefled Virgin 
in her former frequent Perfor 
mances. 

We are not to difcourle of S. Jo 
fiph in the fame Dialed, as when w 
mention other Saints. 'Tis true, c 
ternal Verity has declared, that * 
ptongft the born if Women., none hn 
rifen greater than John the Baptift, £* 
which at fir ft fight, feems to poft 
pone the blefled Virgin •, S. Lul 
explicates the foregoing Words 
there hat not arofe a greater Prophet. [b 
Hence St. Ambrofe and St. Hilar in 
obferve, that the Baptist is not ftil'< 
greateft abfolutely but relatively t 
the foregoing Prophets of the Ol 
Teftament. He is not compared t 
the blefled Virgin, St. Jefeph % o 

th 
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: Apoftles, who following Chrifi, by 
afon of their Apoftolical Dignity* 
*rt no lefs, perchance, greater than 

>hn« [*] Be how it will, in Refpeft 

f the firft Evangelical Promulgers of 

Ihriftianity, thai Prudent and faithful 

Servant whom our Lord conftituted over 

his Family to provide Food in due time, 

L&] in all Equity feems excep- 
ted from the general Rule. Let it 
be fpoken with all imaginable De- 
ference to St. John, the zealous 
Prieft, undaunted Prophet, and glo- 
rious Martyr, that there appears a 
faft Diftance betwixt a Parent and 
Trecurfor. The bleffed Virgin. Mary^ 
as Mother of God has a certain infinite 
Dignity j [c? j next to her, the greateffc 
Degree of Honour feems S.Jofeph's 
Right, by how much he was raised to 
higher Dignity [[d] above others. 
What St. Matthew fets down ; Mary 

of 
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of whom Jclos was born, is t 
tcmplatives, a compleat Elo 
all her Prai fes,S. Jo hnDamafce 
the fame Inference as to St 
for catting him the Hush 
Mary, the Title is ineffable, 
nothing more glorious can befaia 

S.Jofefh's perfonal Services 
made Man, and thofe of the 
Virgin , are of a far higher 
than what was performed by c 

He labour'd, he toil'd, t 
blefled Redeemer might be ftp 

and fnpply'd in all human ] 
ties: So that at the laft d 
Bay, when wicked Men wil 
*way with Fear £b~]wh\\{k happ 
will be admiring the Good] 
the immortal Judge, for takii 
tice of their fmall Duties in 
ing him, in the Perfons of hi 
Ones % as not knowing well 1 
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uderftand the the Superlative Fa- 
our, they will enquire, Lord ! When 
lid we fee you, hungry, naked, or a 
tr anger £4] at that time oar great 
btriarcb, may receive publick Ho- 
K>urs before the congregated Uni- 
rerfe, for whereas our merciful £*- 
riour will fay to the loweft faved 
Souls, come ye blejfed of my Fkther, &e. 

The charming and glorious Acknow- 
ledgment, maybe literally apply'd 
to St. J*f*pb after this Manner, Const 
my bkffed Father, take Poffejpon of a 
Kingdom, prepared for you, from the 
Beginning of the World % jor / fwho fit 
ipon this Throne,) was hungry, and 
fern gave me to eat, thirtty and you gave 
ne to drink, a Stranger and you enter- 
tained me, for thirty fears in Egypt 
«u/ Paleftine. If St. Martin, then a 
Catechumen, deferv'd to fee Chriftr, 
bearing on his facred Shoulders part 
rf the Cloak, he had beftowed upon 

an 

M* Mat* $5* v. 34. 15% 
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an indigent Creature, M we cannc 
comprehend the Honours refenrt 
by the great and good God, who wil 
Sound of Trumpet may proclaim, 
was naked from Head to Foot, af 
Jofepb here ' prefent, cUatbed m* % I 
frequently deyefted himfelf of h 
own Garments, to fecure me fro: 
fluveriog, in freezing Blafts, 
. The melifluous Doftor pf CUr< 
vMisy makes a iort of Parallel, b 
rtwixt Jofepb the Son of Jacob G<yft 
nour of Egypt £*] and. Jofipb tl 
Governour of Chrift. The fpcond b 
-finder Right tp the Encomiums, 
the firft, attributed to him in facn 
Writ. No. M** ** *h £*r*b (& 

Ecclefiafiicu^ &} ) was like to hi 
who was Or Man born the Prinze of'i 
Brethren^ the Stay of tip Nation^ * Pr 
to bis People: The Egyptian M 
narcb, took the Ring from his ov 
Finger, and gave it intp ?*/*/» 
Han 

£*J Jfr vita S. Martin. \S\ SI Bern. 
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d, ordering to mount the /*«* 
I Chariot, [4] commanding all to 
the Knee before him, and a Cryer 
proclaim, that he was Governour 

r the whole Land ef Egypt, the 

irone only diftinguifiiing him from 
taraoh, who faid of him that he was 
i of the Spirit of God. [>] The Ap- 
lication is obvious. The Spoufe of 
he blefled Virgin was a Prince, cho- 
kn by the Almighty to be the Ruler 
and Support of the facred Family, 
k was honoured with the moft glo- 
rious wedding Ring, as Husband to 
the Mother oijefus, in all Probabi- 
lity having the fecond Seat in Hea- 
ven, nest to his Virgin Spoufe. He 
was the Proteftor of his Saviour, and 
by Confequence, full of the Spirit ef 
God j for doubtlefs, the H. Ghofi, 
cooperating fo immediately to the 
Incarnation, defcended upon him, as 
he did upon the Apoftles, fo much as 
Was expedient to difcharge his in- 
.. cumbent 

C<J<7e*,42. &2 Ibii. 
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cumbent Duty blcfling hinf 
Angelical Purity, lingular Pru 
heroick. Fortitude, unlimited 
cnce, unfliaken Gonftancy, pre 
Humility, feraphicai Lore of 
and intenfe Affe&ion for h 
maculate Spoufe, as alio fuch 
Vertues as feem'd due to him 
was deputed not to prevent '. 
in Egypt, but to prefcrve the 
coming down from Heaven, [VJ 
was to redeem Mankind, anc 
rifh the Faithful, in the mod 
fed Sacramtnt of the Altar, rei 
them happy in Paradife by t\ 
atifical Vifion of himfelf, and ' 
tber two Adorable Perfons i 
»o(t [acred Trinity. 

From what has been alrea< 
fer'd, may connaturally be in 
that 'tis not temerarious nor in 
hie, but rather pious and very i 
he of Opinion^ that S. Jofeph ex 
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nher Saints (except the blefled Vir- 
gin) in Grace and Glory. (*) None 
:an difpntc Precedence of Coronati- 
on, with the Royal Confort of the 
Mother of God. Marcianus,* Servant, 
ind Subjed, became Emperour up- 
on the Marriage with Pulcheria, they 
both living Virgins*, and 'twould 
be a Defeft in Judgment as well as 
in Devotion, to entertain Thoughts, 
that others go before the Favovrite 
)f Heaven. The confulting fedate 
tteafon and common Senfe, lays De- 
nonftration in our Way, that lower 
Jubje&s give Place to him, who was 
:heObje& of Jefus's and Marfs ar- 
lent Afle&ions : So that, the Dream 
rfjofeph in Canaan is verifyed alfo 
Q our glorious Patriarchy the Stars a- 
lore him, (b) that is to fay all Blefled 
Spirits reverence him, as was re- 
'CtlM to St. Gertrude on the Vigil 

C of 
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q( the Annunciation of the blejfcd Vii 
gin, to whom Heaven was laid opei 
and when the Choir fang S.Jofipb 
Praifes, or the Prie/t at the Alta 
nam'd him, the Saints bow'd the 
Heads, (a) (hewing Signs of Joy, an 
Congratulation,for theHonours doi 
him upon Earth. Wherefore as ti 
Worlhip of Latria is offer'd folely 1 
Godj Hyperdulia to the IfUJfed Virgi 
the higheft Dulia belongs to St. J 
fepb. 

Before I clofe. this Chapter, I ca 
not forbear remarking, how nnji 
the common Pencils are to our P 
triarchy that (I know not on wh 
Account J reprefent him, both as 
Age and Features, not becoming t 
Fofter- Father of J*/iu, and Spoufe 
Mary. In all Probability the Son 
Cod would not provide a Husba 
to his beloved Mother^ who had t 
le^fl; Perfonal Deleft j andaltho* 

mig 
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be forty, when the blefled f7r- 
as fourteen, yet he ought not 
expos'd, as leaning on a Staff, 

> decrepit, as to be almoffc ufe- 
f hen he was vigorous and able 
rk thirty Years, in ferving the 

Family at home and abroad. 
nard is of Opinion, that St. Jo- 
ts to the Likenefs of Mary, and 
arned Gerfon adds, that the Fac§ 
is refembled the Face of Jofeph, 

his Progeni|pr Royal David 
Id, would be the mofi beautiful 
i? the Sons of Men, (a) conform- 
o the Word of God, a Father 
vn by his Son. (b) Jofeph there- 
had the agreable Features of 

and Mary, his very Perfon 

> create Refpeft, Reverence and 
:ion, in the three Eaftern Prin- 
vho came to adore their Re* 
?r, and Infant God, in obfeure 
hem. He was not only Gonfort, 

C 2 but 
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bat conftant Companion to the 
Queen of Heaven, and feeing that 
Beauty, according to St. Augufiin, is 
a Gift of God, rendring his Works 
amiable, the Omnipotent Son who 
had full Power to qualify his Father L 
upon Earth, would not rcfqfe this 
additional Ornament, to his other 
diftinguilhing Perfe&ions. The Be- 
thulian Judith, wasadmir'd by Holo- 
femes, and the whole Camp of the 
jijfyrians, God hjprielf giving finifll- 
ing Strokes (*) to compleat the 
lovely Objeft ; fuch like Favours 
granted to her and others, cannot 
in any Equity of Conftruftion; be 
fuppos'd refusM to Jofep h. It may be 
verify'd of him, more than of In- 
conftant Ifrael, thou art my. Servant, I 
will glory in thee, (b) His Life was all 
of one Piece, and not parti-colour'd. 
What relates to Particulars, will be 
briefly explicated afterwards by Me- 
ditations, 



m* 
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[editations, from the Time of his 
yful Birth, to his mod: happy De- 
irture, in the divine Arms of 
fns. 



CHAP. II. 

It what time the Devotion to 
St. Jofeph became VniverfaL 

rH E Great Alexander^ (landing 
before the Tomb of Achilles^ 
amented his own Misfortune, and 
nagnified the Advantage of the 
am'd Warriour: Happy Achilles 
(kid he) wh$ had Homer to defcribe 
is Conqutfts^oi which notwithftand- 
Dg, the greateft Part is the Produft 
f Poetical Fancy. Let us extol 
lie Honour of S. J^fipb^ and fay, 
brice happy be ! who-had the Omni- 
tent to be his Ftnegyrift ! We have 

ready heard, bow the //♦ Ghoft 

C3. Ya& 
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has derived his Pedigree fxim : Ji 
bam i the' Scriptures cake l$Jo|ifi 
him by. NaoJe, wheaevqr Qcc^ 
prefents it felf; Angelical lVt^ 
gers from Heaven, are feveral ti 
(4J difpatcb'd-to Jum, and-comma 
cd to addrefs Jofeph ; The Son of \ 
wasfubjett and ehedtent to&im, (V) 
had he been living when Christ \ 
on Motxnt'&lvdrf for all Manki 
qucltionlcft t ^ he would -; have , ft 
Hero-like, wiahhis dolourous Sp 
under the .Crpfs; Notwithftand 
thefe Encomiums, and what maj 
deduced from 'em, the bright 
ftre of St. Jofepb's Glory did 
dart its Beams from the Cioucfo 
many Ages after his Departure. ' 
true St. Chryfoftom, St* Gregory > 
xianzjsn^ St. Peter Cryfelogus^ wit! 

tber ancient Writers, here and tb< 
delivered ia fliort Sentences, tl 

Sc 
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nts concerning his Merits and 
3ryi i>ut tftefe may be term'd 
her tranfientvHints , than hi- 
ded Panegyticte, for the D.cvo- 
nxnct .not with any eKtraordi- 
y; ..Encouragement, till theReigu 
Pope Gregory^X of that Name, 
the fourteenth Century*. 
The firft Place ( P. Barrie knows 
I confecrafed to his 'Memory, is 
Chapel in the Cathedral Church 
Avignon % dedicated to S. jigricoU. 
e Altar Piece Yeprefents the Pa- 
trcb^ conduftirig Jefus and Mary 

o,Egyft. 'Round about this Chapel 
s Pope placed his Coat of Arms, 
large Efcutchcons of Stone, en- 
afing at the fame time, the Re- 
iues of the- Canons of that Church, 
chance this was a petitioning 

Jofeph) to difpofe hah for his 
ception, the Vicars of Cbrifi hav- 

continued feventy Years abfent 
m Rome. Defafto he returned to 

Roman Chair, five Years after 
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Creation, which m&An. 1370. So it 
feems as if St. Jofefh (who brought 
our Lord out of i^pr). was inftru- 
mental in Gregory's Return, from a 
private City in France to the Capi- 
tal of the World. There belongs 
to the abovemention'd Chapel, a 
Confraternity of B*tchehrs % and a 
Sodality of Virgins, who in the fo- 
lemn Proceflion on his Feftival, carry 
in their Hands Pofies of Flowers, 
as Emblems of the fragrant Odour 
of his eminent Vertues. In our 
Age Devotion to him is Univerfal, 
through the habitable World : His 
Feaft is of Precept, proper Hymns 
are appointed in the divine Office 
to fing his Praifcs and Prerogatives, 
every one contending to be the fore- 
moft in his Favour. 

But Why ? ("fays the Modern Cri- 
tickj why were the glorious Merits 
of St. Jofeph fo long concealed ? Why 
not generally made known toChri- 
(lians, before the fourteenth Cen- 
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tary ? True Believers are to tremble 
at Whfs and Wherefore's, in divine 
Government/ 'twas the enlnaring 
Quart of the envious and malicious 
Serpent^ which was the Mafter- 
Spring, to ruin Adam and all his nu- 
merous Pofterity. Why hath God com- 
manded jou not to eat ? (a) A Reafon 
for the Precept. 'Tis unpardonable 
Prefamption to enter into the Omni- 
potent* s hidden Secrets, and damna- 
ble Curiofity, to dive into his fecret 
Decrees.- It is fufHcient, to have 
Evidence, <J^ has commanded it, the 
Omnipotent anb Omnifcient has fo or- 
dered it , His Ways are unfearchable 
and who has been his Counfellor ? (b) In- 
finite Wifdom knows beft, why U- 
niverfal Devotion to the Keeper of 
his Lord, is of fb frefh a Date. I of- 
fer fomething of the like Nature by* 
way of Retortion, which carries no 
lefs Difficulty in the Solution. 

Moyfes 



mm* 
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. Moyjes -from, the Mount* i\&£« 
and Phafga viewing Paleftinej depart- 
ed in the Lanid of Jiioab, the Lord 
commanding him to die, and He bu- 
ried him in ;the Valley of Moab, and 
no Man knows, .bis Sepulcher . uhto this 
prefont Day. (a) We know why he 
and Aaron were not permitted to 
enter the Land of Promife, but are 
abfolutely .ignorant, Why God would 
bury him with private Obfequies. 
Why would not the Creator, glorifying 
them, that glorify him, (6) honour 
Moyjes (who fpake to him Face to 
Face (c) as a Man is accufiomdto fpeake 
to his Friend) as much, as an inferiour 
Prophet EUxjsus ? whofe very Bones 
in the Sepulcher, by a cafual Touch, 
reviv'd a dead Body ? (d) Again, 
the Archangel Michael contended 
with the Devil,concerning the Body 
of the faid Moyfhs, (•) Why this Strife? 

" Where- 

frJDeut. 34. 6. (b) 1 Ht$. 1. yo+ Ct) Exod. 
'S< //• (d)4jgg. 13. ai t («) Epitf. ^ui.tK ^ 
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Wherefore, and to what End? Wk* 
was' it? What was the Subjeft of the 
hot Difpatc ? The folid Anfwer to 
this and other unknown Refolves in 
Divine Adminiitration, is that of 

St. Pauly who on Earth has been God?* 
Connfelor ? However, prudent ' and 
pious Interpreters, with Humility 
and Submiffioa offer to return in An- 
fwer to the rafli Whfs. The He- 
brew Nation, was fo ftupendioufly 
prone to the horrid Crime of Idola- 
try, that even when they were fo 
terrified with divine Majefty thun*- 
dring oa the fiery Mountain, they 
petitioned -that Moyfes might fpekk 
to them net the Lord, left they dyed. (*) 
Yet a few Days after, concluding 
Meyfes to be foffocatcd with the con- 
tinual and thick Smoak, or to have 
been ft rack dead by fome Thunder- 
bolt, (V) they proftrated themfelves 
before a deformed Idol, owning the 

moulten 
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moolten Calf, to have bee 
merciful Deliverer from £ 
Slavery. If therefore they it 
adorM, what they knew to ha 
form'd out of their Sons and 
ters Earings (4) and Bodkin 
would they not have done, 
certain Poffeffion of the L 
Body f of his who had wrong 
and fo many prodigious V 
(they were Eye-witnefTes of 
in Egypt and in the Defert, 1 
Land and in the Eritbrean Se 
much to be feared, they wou 
Deify'd the Thaumtturgus, ; 
Gentility plac'd Jupiter^ Jk 
other renowned Heroes in th 
ber of the editions Gods, 
vent fo horrid an Attempt, 
knows the Sepulcher of Moyj 
this pre fent D*y< 
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his feems to anfwer fufficiently 
the Primitive Ages took *npt 
Cognirarice of St. Jofephh Me- 
and Glory, nor represented 'em 
rly, to Chrift's Faithful. Becaufe 
fes was fo great a Man, there- 
his Body was conceal'd, and be- 
c St. Jofeph was fo fublime a 
t, it fecm'd expedient to the 
holick Church, dire&ed by the 
y Ghoft, hot to appoint him any 
lick Honours. ObfervetheRea- 
; fcarce was Chriftianity well 
led, when the Ebionites attempt- 
to rob oar blefTed Redeemer of his 
inky, affirming mod facrilegi- 
y, that Jofeph was the natural 
her of Jefus, and by Confequence, 
y deny'd the Angelical Virgini- 
>f the Mother of God : The preach- 
upat that time St. Jofeph 9 s Prero- 
ives, and eminent Glory, would 
e given feeming Encouragment, 
thofe blafphemous Heretich 1 and 
wife might have ftitt'dx^ 4a&- 
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gerous Thoughts in weak Believers; 
For Men (as is obferv'd) are too 
frequently carried on to Extreams, 
in honouring fuch as they love and 
admire, and the enlarging on what 
has been fa id already, with what Wit 
and Eloquence could fet forth in his 
Praifes, might have fuggefted forcible 
Doubts* that poflibly he was the 
Natural Father of Je/ns, becaufe the 
real Husband of Mary \ especially 
converfing with the Ebionites^ who 
were learned Men, of affe&ed Sancti- 
ty, and agreeable Behaviour. There- 
fore the Catholick Church proceed- 
ed moft prudently, choofing the o* 
ther Ext ream and pa fling htm over 
in longSilence, whilft (he celebrated 
the Memory of many, who could 
not pretend to ftand in Competition. 
Thofe Heterodox Opinions having 
been detefted, detefied and extin- 
guifh'd,the Da»gerceafes,and there- 
fore uuiverfal Devotion to the Fofter- 
JhrAer of Jefus is ferv stoutly witer- 
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tain'd , and highly applauded, when 
ever the Christian Religion is pn 
fefs'd. 

The Omnipotent doth not ordt 
any thing, bat by the drift Rules ( 
fit Difpofitions, and fuitable Prep 
rations, in the exa&eft Meafure an 
Weight, (a) proportioning Partia 
Lars to time andCircumftances, as h 
infinite Wifdom fees moft cor 
ducing to his greater Glory. Th 
fapream Being, who fo frequently 3 
the old Teftament calls himfel 

The Lord of HoSls, The God of Armie 

is infinitely vigilant over his Churc 
Militant upon Earth, that the rebel 
lions Gates of Hell may not prevail. (I 

He fends forth timely frefli Sup 
plies to oppofe diabolical Adverfa 
ties, and notorious Spreaders of er 
roneous Doftrine : In the Law c 
/ Nature, the holy Patriarchs face 
the Enimy: in the written Lave 

D 2 com 
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commiffion'd Prophets fought v& 
antly in the Front of his Forces •, 
ours of Grace, the A potties and th< 
Succeflbrs, lawfully fent, force ba 
the approaching Rebels. Even Ca 
is taken againft the ConfummatL 
of the World, Henoch and Eliasz 
yet living as a Referve toheadvt 
Eleft in oppofing monftrous jin 
Chrifi in his violent Career $ wh< 
lhort Reign, will be attended w 
fo great Tyranny and Terrour, tl 

were it fojfible^ the very Chofen woi 
conform, and be led into Errour. 

The protefting and fweet Pro 
dence of GW, from the very Birtt 
Chriftianity, according to refped 
Neceffity, has from time to tii 
rais'd up Religious Orders, to ci 
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has ftrengthen'd his Church in th< 
lafl: corrupt Ages )as fome are pi- 
oufly of Opinion) by the conquer- 
ing Referve, St. Jofeph, efpeciall] 
thofe who craftily lurk within the 
Fait, and offer the rankefl: Poifon, ir 
the Golden Cup of reforming Mo 
rals. To learned Divines, this ap 
pears an Anfwer of no fmall Weight 
Why the Univerfal Devotion was no 
entertain'd, till the Heretical Con 
tagion, threatned a general Infeftioi 
in moll Provinces, and Kingdoms 
to the End the Faithful might raor 
perceptibly and efficaciouQy expe 
rience the Power and Prote&ioi 
of the Patriarchy calling on hin 
with greateft Fervour f the Devoti 
on being in its Meridian,) to defenc 
his pure Do&rine, whofe Divine Per 
fon he prote&ed upon Earth. 

Other congruous Reafons migh 
be alledg'd, why this Devotion is 
a late {landing, but I haften to fhev 
how advantagious it U« \i \ 

D 3 v* 
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what has been already fa id, 
Reader finds not compleat Sa 
fa&ion, letjhim obediently acquie 
Almighty God dejigning it after 
Manner^ and piouily imagining t 
he checks our forward Carioli 
with Words fpoken to the Pri 
of the Af o filer \ What I do t 
Inoweft not at pre ferity thou jh alt k 
afterwards^ when fo divinely h 
py, as to Praife, Love) and c 
template, with St. Jofefh y the '. 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Gfc 
for all Eternity. 
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CHAP. HL 

f the Powerful Jflijldnce of 
St. Jofeph, to his Devout 
Clients. 

rH E illuminated St tere/a of 
Jefns, celebrated for frequent 
evelations, and Religious Obfer* 
mce, who fucfcefsfally reformed the 
alc'd Carmelites^ and ere&ed Men** 
tries and Convents for both Sexes, 
lat (he might furmount fuch Diffi- 
llties, which to prudent Men ap* 
ear'd infuperable, took the glori- 
is St. Jofeph for her Lord and Ad- 
3cate. She honoured him above all 
:her Saints^ ftiiing him her Father 
id Mafier* Under his aufpicious 
rote&ion, (he a poor Virgin, found- 
1 thirty two Religious Houfes, 
Dtwithftanding the Oppofition of 
cular Princes, and feveral of her 
wn Order and Profeffion. Take her 

P 4 t^fc. 
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own Expreffions in commending t 
Saint out of the fixth Chapter 
her Life, out of Obedience pen 
by her felf. 

/ have Jeen clearly , that this Fat 
and Lord of mine ( S. Joftph^) h 
drawn me, as well out of this Necej 

( being crippled with Sicknefs) as 

cf others greater, when there was Q 
ftion of Honour and Lofs of my S< 
and that with more Benefit and j 
vantage, than even my felf could 
how to defire. Nay I cannot remi 
ber, that hitherto lever de fired any tk 
by his Means, which he hath faU'd 
obtain for me, and *tis able to am 
me when I con fid er the great Favt 
which Almighty God hath done me 
Means of this bleffed Saint, and 
Dangers both of Soul and Body, on 
which he hath delivered me ; in J 
fort that as it feems, our Lord h 
given the Grace and Power to ot 
Saints, to fuccour Men in jome hind 
their Neceffmes, but I find by g 
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encefhdt this glorious Saint fac- 
ts in them all\ and that our 
vill male us underfiand^ that as 
id be fubjett to Jofeph upon 

and that by enjoying the Name 
7 ather % and being as it were % his 
>r and Tutor % he might then com- 
him y fo alfo now . in Heaven he 
rant^ whatfoever this Saint Jhould 
This Truth hath been known 

Experience of others^ whom J 
e fired to recommend them/elves 
Saint , and now many are grown 
devoted to hint) and I my felf 
rejh Experience of this Truth.— 
ver wants a Mafter, who may 

him to fray, let him take this 
f Saint for Us Guide, and he 
ver lofe his Way. Thus S. Terefa 

)s her Sentiments, and in fe- 
'laces of her excellent Treati- 
recounts* how St. J*fcfh mi- 
ifly affifted her, not only in 
g Monafterics, but alfo ia 
s when traveling oa&ckOc- 



1 



46 Of & Jofeph'/ Afifttnce. 

St. Fr*ww &dt /, that Apoftolic 

?rclatc y and dcfervedly Prince 

Ctntvi^ was a fignal Promoter of I 

votion to St. 7#/tpk Founding t 

holy Order of Vifitation, he pat 4 

firft Monaftery under his Protedu 

he order'd his Feaft to be kept w 

greateft Solemnity, in all their Hi 

fes, dire&iag by the Inftitvtt^ all 

fpiritual Children, to make Ap{ 

cation to him *, that the Miftrefs 

the Novices Ihould caufe thofe i 

on Tryal, and even Candidatts^ 

get a Habit of calling upon hi 

when they begin their mental Praj 

to take him for their Guide t 

Matter in this holy Exercife, 

fpeding him as their tutelar Patr 

St. Francis preach'd twice the fa 

Day at Lyons^ in honour of St. Jofi 

as if he could never iufficiently 

large in his Praifes : He has alfo 

in Writing, his Sentiments of l 

Saint, in his Sfirittud Enttrttinm* 

out of which I recite thefe : 
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known any one y who is fersvufly d 
ted to this glorious Saint (Joieph) 
performs to him feveral Services,™ 
J find not alfo to he much advanc 
Vertue } for he afifis thofe Souls m 
that recommend themfelves to him* ( 
'Tis very obfervable, that tl 
who afpire to be iateriour Perf 
profit in his School, they havie < 
before their Eyes in all their / 
ons, through his Interceffion, < 
was near thirty Years in the \ 
tinual Prefence of the Word In 
nate. The folid Perfe&ion of a ! 
confifts much in interiour and 
tenfe Ads, dire&ing each Part 
lar to the final End, which is C 
Glory, without Mixture of fa 
temporal Motives.. When St A 
Magdalen de Pazxi few B.J&U 
Gonzjiga in Glory, 'twas given he 
underftand , that the refplem 
Crown was the Reward of his 

<1 
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quent aad ferverous Interiour Afls. 
F. Severin in, a printed Relation, re- 
commends to Pofterity what Profi- 
cients fuch are, who are under the 
Direaion of St. Jofcph. He acci- 
dentally met a young Man, and en- 
tring with him into pious Dikourfes, 
difcover'd that he was highly en- 
lighten'd, and replenifh'd with more 
than ordinary Gifts ; he gave him- 
felf to Prayer and Recolledion, was 
wean'd from all Affe&ion to Crea- 
tures, and what the fottilh blind 
World runs after greedily and ad- 
mires; Altho' he was not train'd 
up to much Learning, yet he dif- 
cours'd not only like a Saint, but a 
iblid Divine. F. Severin propos'd to 
bim many Queftions, amongft the 
reft ifhe was not devout to Sf Jo- 
fefhl To the laft he reply'd, For fix 
Tears pafti he has been my Director 
and FrotiUor^ our Saviour himfelf af- 
figrfd him for my Patron } next to the 
bltffei Viroin^ he is the greatest Saint 

D 7 xtv 
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in Heaverty and he had the Plenitude o) 
the Holy GhoSl y like the Afofiles. 

For what regards the Maladies 
of the Mind, St. Jofefh has found 
wonderful Succefs. F. Barrie inftan- 
ces foveral remarkable Cures, in 
Love and Hatred^ two predominant 
Paffions, which frequently appear al- 
moft incurable; Alfo of Defpaii 
and Shame to comply with Duty. 
A certain Perfon was fo defponding 
with Doubts of perfevering in a 
Religious State, that (he was jufl 
upon the Precipice of Ruin, yet re- 
citing nine Days the Beads of St. J** 
fefh in his Honour, (he overcame 
the Temptation (he was (inking un- 
der. Others were wallowing in the 
Sink of Senfuality, and were im- 
mediately drawn out by this Pattern 
of Purity. 

*Tis related of a Lady, who wa! 
happily deliver'd from a deplorable 
Slavery and miferable thraldom o 
Mind, by Mediation of this Stint 
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after the following Manner: Fear 
and Shame bad fuch an afcendant 
over Duty, that Obligation could 
not prevail with her, to procure a 
Performance of what Confcience 
fbggefted abfolutly neceflary, viz* 
A finctrt Conftffton vf her Sins; to 
break thro tbefe Difficulties, (he had 
Reconrfe to St. Jofefh, reciting his 
Hymn and Prayer nine Days *, on the 
laft, file was touch'd with deep Rc- 
morfe, and was aiifted with fufficienp 
Courage, to expofe the Gangreening 
Ulcers, the holy Patriarch fmoothing 
the rough Way to the Confeffionai. 
la Gratitude the Convalefcent, or 
to fpeak more properly, the per fed * 
ly cored Lady carried afterwards 
an Image about her Neck of the 
Fofter-Father of Jefus, to terrify the 
Tempter for the future, from ap- 
proaching her with any of his dan- 
gerous and damnable Suggeftions. 

To 
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A Gentleman at Paris, whofe fa- 
cred Chara&er and Habit, requir'd 
an onfpotted Life, had for five Years 
abandon'd him (elf to licentioufnefs, 
taking up the fordid Practices of Epi- 
cure, arid deferring the pure Max- 
ims of Jefus Chrifi, found Advice was 
loft upon him, and kind Relations 
could not prevail with him to live 
at leaft in the World like a Man of 
Honour, as was expe&ed from his 
Quality. He (till continued to poft- 
pone the Glory of his Creator, and 
let a low Value upon the Joys of 
Heaven : All was ineffeftual, for he 
would not leave the Crowd of un- 
happy TranfgrefTors. Hereupon his 
Friends having Recourfe to higher 
Powers, defired a Father of the So- 
ciety of Jefus to celebrate H. M*fs in 
Honour of St. Jofeph, and an other 
of the fame Body, not yet in holy 
Orders to offer up nine Commu- 
nions, to the End the fcandalous 
Delinquent might be ftopp'd in his 
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notorioufly wicked Ways. At the 
fame time thefe Prayers were offer'd 
to God> the Party fell mo ft grie- 
voufly lick, and the Indifpofitionof 
his Body was the Cure of his Soul; 
for the violent Diftemper encreas'd. 
to Extremity, which fo much terri- 
fy'd him, feeing as it were by fe- 
rious Reffe&ions of what was paft, 
and what was to come, the very 
Gates of Hell wide open to receive 
him, that he reverently diipos'd 
himfelf by the Sacraments of the 
Church to a Chriftian Exit j rcfbl* 
ving ( if he recover'd his former 
State of Health,) to employ his En- 
deavours in a pious Work of great 
Importance, and much conducing to 
God's Glory. He recover'd, to the 
Admiration of all, and happily com" 
pleated what he had purposed, to 
the great Edification and Comfort 
of fuch who knew any thing of his 
former Proceedings. He himfelf 
owaM the Power and Gocdnefs of 
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St. Jeftpb, in the fudden Change, 
md perfeft Converfion. 

A young Man at Lyons, of a very 
good Condition, who had pafs'd hi$ 
Years in the F6ar of God, refolv'd 
to quit the World, for the greater 
Security of his Salvation, bat was 
diverted from this pious Refolution 
by Friends and Relations, afting 
oat of temporal Motives, who like 

Animal Men favour* d not the things 
that were from the Spirit of God, for 
they arf Potty to them, and cannot un* 

Jerftand it. (a) As frequently we are 

pmifh'd by wjfat we trenfgrefs in, (V) 
and taft the bitter Emit of our own 
Ways, (r) So it befel thofe unkind 
Parents, diflbading the Execution of 
the Heavenly Call. The Son, fru-< 
ftrated of his Defigns and Delires, 
and flighting the former Infpirations* 
began to find an Ebb of Devotion, 

and 
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and from a Remifnefs, there fol 
low'd a total Negleft in fpiritua 
Duties. He betook himfelf to th 
Wars, and exercis'd the Licenti 
oufncfs of a profligate Soldier, no 
only letting loofe the Bridle toun 
governed Pafiions, but becoming j 
noted Ringleader to fuch as wen 
not aQiam'd to march afterlRS blacl 
Standard. The affiided Fallfcr anc 
Mother, too confcious of their Mi 
ftaken AfFe&ons, wept ancblament 
ed without pealing * they jfdcnow 
ledg'd their Error, in giving, indi 
reftly a. Beginning to unforefeei 
Scandals. They conjur'd him b] 
frequent Letters to look back, the] 
importun'd by Friends, who refidec 
near him, to have Pity on his dole- 
ful Parents, but all was in vain ; hi: 
Heart was deprav'd and harden'd. 
his Underftanding obfcur'd and be- 
Totted : In Excefs of Grief and con- 
J&ding hope, they had Recourfe to 
fit.Jefifh, humbly petitioning him to 

10S 
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ufe his Mediation for bringing back 
the loft Sheep, refolving to implore 
him daily, till he vouchfafed to hear 
their Prayers, On the third Day 
of their Devotions, the Prodigal 
Son retnrn'd Home, caft himfelt in 
Confafion at his Parent's Feet, with 
Sighs and Tears he begg'd Pardon 
for being the Occafion or their long 
Grief, he detefted his Follies, re- 
form'd his Life, correfponded with 
his former Vocation, enter'd Reli- 
gion, and died in it exemplarly. 
Thisis^ta other Trophy of S. Jofeph'% 
Power and Goodnefs. 

The many votive Pi&ures hang- 
ing round the Altars of this glori- 
ous Saint proclaim fufficiently his 
Ufliverfel Proteftion. The Number 
of his Clients and miraculous Cures 
wotild fwell Volumes ; he not only 
lends an affifting Hand to Diftem- 
pers ot the Mind, but likewife the 
Difeafes of the Body. I give in 
Jhort a few Examples, b$ ^hvdv ^ 
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prudent Judgment may be fram'd,' 
whatpafs'd indiftant, and different 
Parts of the World, and ot which 
P. Barrio had no Account or Know-* 
ledge. 

Sifter Jane it Angdis, was confin'd 
to her Bed fourteen Days, by rca* 
fon of a form'd Pleurify, which per- 
mitted her not to reft Day or Night, 
fte had been let Blood nine times in 
lefsthan a fortnights Space, and the 
Quantity taken from her occafion'd 
fuch Weakncfs, that (he could fcarce 
turn in Bed, none expeding any o« 
ther Change but Death, to free her 
from fuch torturing Mifery. She 
fell into violent Convulfions*, like one 
ready to give up the Ghoft, and tho' 
her exteriour Senfes did her little 
Service, her Judgment was clear, 
and at full Liberty. As Hay in this 
Jad Condition (hear her own Words,) 
tboro appeared to tne s largo and beau- 
tiful Cloudy in which on my right fido % 
Jiood my good Jingl of incomfarablo 
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i| Beauty like a Touth of eighteen Tears 
nJ 1 / -4?*» having in his right Hand a 
d&fidr $ ax flaming Taper , en the ether 
J fide in the Cloud, was my holy Father 
I ft. Jofeph with a Countenance out+jhin- 
y|" wg the Sun in Bright nefs, and a Ma* 
wWy mort % ^ m humane, refemblfpg in 
J Age, a Man of forty or forty five Tears; 
J *— Beholding me, he laid his Hand 
J tfon that fide where the principal Source 
M 9*s of my Diftemper, and anointed me 
I With oyl, or feme fuch fort of liquid, 
V md the anoyPd place remained fome* 
i thing moift. At the fame Inftar-t I found 
1 m y felfperfeQly recover* d^ and told the 
[ Sunders by as much. Thus the reli- 
I gions Woman. 

r All with Tears of Joy magnify'd 
[ the Mercies of God, and the Good- 
f nefs of the holy Patriarchy but Mon- 
ficur Faveon her Phyfician, and a 
trotefiant, was molt aftoniflTd, When 
entring her Chamber to vifit 
this defpair'd ot Patient, he found 
the Family upon their Knees in 
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Prayer, which made him conclo 

Ihe was departed, but was imme 

ately undeceived by the late ago 

zing Woman her felf, who ar 

from her Knees, and walking 

wards him in her Religious Ha] 

with a fmiling Countenance recou 

ed the Particulars of her fudd 

Recovery. He who out facing \ 

belt Hiftorians and holy DoElors 

the Church, maintain'd Mirac 

to have ceas'd, was forc'd to 

God is Omnipotent ! who gives vifi 

Marks of his true Church in tt 

latter Ages, as he was pleas'd to 

at the firfl preaching of the ( 

fpel. This miraculous Cure \ 

fully attefted by fworn Witnei 

both as to her dying Condition, ; 

inftaneous Refettlement in Hea 

as appears by a long printed R 

tion, approv'd by the moft lUuftr 

Bijhop of Poitiers, wherein are fi 

rai Paflfages, here omitted for I 

vity* • 
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This ftupendious Favour was at- 
tended with two others of the like 
Nature, eight Days after y when 
Madam Laubougemont was feiz'd with 
adefperate Pleurify, which four of 
the ableft Phyficians of that Place, 
judg'd incurable, and thought it in 
fain to apply Remedies ? (he was 
then big with Child, which was a 
great Addition to her dangerous 
Circumftances, but underftanding 
that the Ointment, remaining on the 
Side Qf Sifter Jane de Angdis, had 
been taken off with a fine linnen 
Cloath, and was carefully preferv'd, 
in Exprefs was difpatch'd in all 
daft to houdun % defiringthe Favour 
)f lending the Cloath, which had 
ffip'd of the Heavenly Balfam. 'Twas 
)rought to the fick Lady, and the 
>doriferous Flavour fill'd her with 
enfible Joy, Application being made 
o her Side, lhe found herfelf per- 
eftly recovered. She was alfo freed 
torn another Danger, ol *ta&s& 
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equal Hazard, being deliver'd a few 
Hours after, of a Child, which the 
Do&ors and Surgeons concluded had 
been dead a whole Month in her 
Body. 

A ftrong young Man at Laubou* 
remontj calfd Claud Murner^ was 
brought fo low and feeble by a vio- 
lentFeaver,and an ulcerated fwelling, 
extending it felf fronuthe Ribs to 
the Reins, that the rhyficians of 
Mafcon were of Opinion, that the 
breaking of the Ulcer would carry 
him off, or if he furviv'd the Run- 
ning of collc&ed Humours, he would 
remain a Cripple all the Days of his 
Life. Upon this Refult, fome of 
the fick Mans Relations advis'd 
him to make a Vow to St. Jofifb : to 
confefs and communicate, a Religi- 
ous Perfon offering the fame Day, 
the unbloody Sacrifice to implore 
St. Jofeptfs Affiftance. This done, 
his Side being rubb'd with what had 
:h y d rireaforefaid ttuaca Cl<*tfc.» 
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and (Wallowing down a bit of Paper, 
which had touch'd the fame, and up-* 
on which was^ written the molt fa- 
cred Name of J*fus, that very Day 
the Fearer left him,the Swelling wai 
fted away, his Strength return'd, fo 
that three or four Days after he un- ; 
dertook on Horfe back a Journey of 
feven Leagues. What I have in-* 
ftanc'd in thefe three Perfons, hap- 
pen'd toothers, at Lyons^ Trevoux 
and Loudun, who by the fame Means 
were cured of defperate Diftem^ 
pers; 

Margaret Rig and, a profefs'd Re- 
ligious in St. Elizabeth's Monaftery 
at Lyons fell from a Floor one Story 
high j the Bruife of her Head was fo 
^errible, that the Blood gufliM out 
of her Ears, and deprived her almoft 
pf Senfe. She could not take any 
Reft, even on the fofteft Pillow, 
and the Evil encreafing, a confult of 
Phyficians and Surgeons was held, 
who anaaimoutty agreed^ t\\fc ^ftsak 

Ex ^* 
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was to be open'd,otherwife (he would 
abfolutely lofe her Senfes, if not her 
Life. The languifbing Patient de- 
fired the hazardous Operation might 
be deferr'd i in the mean time her 
Saperiour mov'd by divine Infpira- 
tion, order'd a Communion nine 
Days together, in Honour of St. Jo- 
feph for her Recovery. The vio- 
lent Pains continued eight Days 
without Abatement, and the ninth 
was running on, without any pro- 
table Appearance of a Change j 
wherefore fome of the Religious pro* 
pos'd, that the wounded Creature 
fliould make a Vow to St. Antoline^ 
who by her Interceffion obtained Re- 
lief in fuch Sort of Bruifes and Con- 
tufions. A fervourous Devote of the 
holy Patriarch being prcfent, and un- 
willing that any other Ihould have 
the Honour of the Cure opposed 
vigoroufly the Motion, and begg'd 
their Patience at leaft, till the nine 
Days were ex pi red , which a few 



Of S. JofephV Jflittance m 6 f 

ours would compleat. This be- 
g granted, (he withdrew and pro- 
•a ting herfelf reprefented to St. Jo- 
A how the wounded and lick Wo- 
aa had been firft recommended to 
s tender Compaflion, that he would 
)t permit any other to deprive 
m of the Glory, and feeing he had 
>wer to relieve her, (he conjured 
m by the eminent Prerogatives of 
:ing Nurfing Father to Jefus^ and 
x>afe to the Mother of God \ to grant 
t Requeft; promising a grateful 
cknowledgment to perform nine 
ortifications in his Honour, and 
> recite nine times his Prayer, af- 
jn'd by the holy Church. To- 
ards the Clofe of the ninth Day, 
le lick Perfon found herfelf fo per- 
ftly cur'd, that riling up, (he could 
)t contain herfelf from running 
mnd the Houfe, and proclaiming, 
Miracle, a Miracle ! The glorious 
tint made her alfo happy, by an ad- 
tional Favour, viz*, btfot* V^ 

E 3 Yfcwfc 
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IUnefs, # Twas a Mortification to i 
lift in the Choir, and plain Soi 
feem'd infupportable , bat after tl 
Recovery, none was a more panda 
Obferver of Religous Duties in tl 
whole Community : She fet a hif 
Eftiipate on Perfection, and cho 
St. Jofopb for her principal Patre 
for obtaining Health to her Bod 
but much more for divine Grace I 
her Soul. 

The dreadful Contagion of tl 
Plague is a vifible Scourge of G* 
'tis a quick Executioner of a pr< 
vok'd Deity, to make finfalNatioi 
fenfible ot the defpis'd Omnipotent 
it hurries on bold Prevaricators I 
Multitudes, to the inexorable Judj 
ment Seat, there to receive an unn 
pealable Sentence, according to tt 
Nature of their Crimes. To pit 
vail with the ftubborn Hebrews fc 
an Obfervance of the written Lav 
God declared by Moyfes that I 
would punitk the lattingjm ^k 
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i Pcftilence (*) which juft Threats 
ire frequently repeated and incul- 
ated, by the Prophets Jeremias and 
Eztchiel. For David's Vanity in 
lumbringthe People, the Almighty 
cnt a Plague upon Ifrael, which 
Wept ofF feventy Thoufand (b) and 
it the foil Period of the World, 
Mortals will be punilh'd with Plague 
nd Famin. (c) 'Tis needlefs to give 
nftances of God's humbling Pro- 
inces and Kingdoms in the Law 
if Grace ; It is yet frefti in Memory 
ow one of the molt flourifliing Ci- 
ies of the World, was laid wafte 
nd defolate, not half an Age ago. 
"he City of Avignon was vilited by 
he Plague, near the Beginning of 
lie laft Century r the Inhabitants ap- 
rehending utter Defolation, made 
>lemn Vows to God, in Honour of 
C JofcfK to obferve his Feaft for 

ever 
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ever afterwards in the mofl: pio 
Manner, which put a Stop to tl 
fpreading Contagion. This canfi 
feveral at Lyons, to have Recour 
to him, in the like dangerous Ci 
cuniftances. Take the few folloi 
ing Examples of th_" joyful St 

ccfi. 

Moufieur Augery, an Advocate 
the Parliament aiDttu^hine^ being 
Lyons on the 15th of July, 1638, u 
derftood that his Son Theodore feV' 
Years of Age, was feiz'd by t 
Plague, which, as ufually, occafior 
a violent Fever. A hard Swelli 
with the Bubo, Ihew'd itfelf c 
der the right Arm. The afflift 
Father made a Vow to God, that 
St. Jofepb by his lntercefllon wor 
procure his Son's Recovery, and p: 
ferve the Reft of the> Family, cc 
filling of nine Perfons, he would 1 
nine Days together vifit the Sain 
Church, aud hear fo many Mali 
/re would offer Wax CarAVw 41 
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Altar 9 with a votive Pi&ure, as a 
lafting Acknowledgment of the Fa- 
tour. In the % mean time the fick 
Youth was vifited by the Plague- 
Sprgeons, and altho' yet living, was 
given over and de£pair'd on 5 
accordingly, to prevent farther In- 
fection, he was carried to St. Lau- 
rence's the PefMioufe \ and that the 
Miracle might appear more evident, 
at his Arrival there, he perfe&ly re- 
cover'd, and not one of the Family 
had afterwards the leaft Symptom 
of the Diftemper, The Father per- 
formed gratefully his Promife, hang- 
ing up at the Altar of St. Jofeph a 
M&ure, movingly reprefenting his 
Wife, Children and himfelf on their 
Knees, giving Thanks to God for 
the Favour obtained by St. Jofepb'* 
Interceffion. At the Bottom, the 
Miracle was exprefs'd, and at- 
tefted by the Advocate's own 
Hand. 



70 Of S. JofephV Jffifldnce. 

Far her Melchior de Faug, Religious 
of the Society of Jefus , affifting 
thofein the Peft-houfe to depart 
happily, was vifited by the fame Ip- 
fcftion, and lay in Extremity, all 
impairing of his Recovery. A Prieft 
of the fame Order obferving him 
near expiring, made a Vow (inviting 
the lick Man to join with him) that 
upon the Return of his Health, he 
would offer nine Maffes for Thanks- 
giving, in the Church of St. Jofeph : 
At that Initant he recovered his 
Speech, and likewife perfe& Health. 
The Afliftance and Protedionof the 
molt holy Patriarch, wasfo manifeft, 
that thofe who were appointed Ma- 
ilers of Health in Lyons, to attend 
the Infe&ed, recommending them- 

. felves to St. Jofeph, every one was 
preferv'd, altho' for the Difchargc 
of their Charitable Duty, they were 
daily expos'd to evident Danger. 
Wherefore after the Plague was a- 

bated 3 in the Year 163$., ttoj came 
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proceffionally in a Body, to St.JofefV* 
Church, there Confeffing, Commu- 
nicating and prefenting Offerings at 
Us Altar, to exprefs their tender 
Gratitude for fo fignal a Fa- 
Tour. 

Trotnet a pious old Man; living 
! near Lyons, in a Village calPd St. L*u- 
\rm$D J Auger, being infefked with 
the Plague, inquir'd of the Vicar of 
the Place, who came to difpofe him 
for eternal Life, " whether there re- 
mained any Hopes of a Recovery ? 
No other anfwer'd the Paftor, than 
to haveRecourfe to St. Jo feph making 
a Vow to folemnize his Feaft yearly, 
on that Cay to Confefs and Com- 
municate, ..and for nine Days to re- 
cite (even Pater's and Ave's, conclud- 
ing them with thefe Words, Jeftts, 
Merit, Jo feph. The Good old Man 
hade a Vow, and that Inftant found 
himfelf freed from the Contagion, 
admiring what was becoming of the 
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Sores and Swellings whid 
ly difappear'd. 

Benntt Gametic a Gar 
St. Jefefhh Church, loft 
one of his Family confil 
venteen Perfbns, his Wi 
his Children had been car 
Peft-houfe, which was I 
Step to their Graves, for 
died \ he and a Servant 
viv'd, who expefted hou 
low the reft : Father B*rr 
comfort them in that fac 
advis'd him to make a Voi 
fiph y by which he mould 
offer feveral Maffes and 
ons in his Honour, if by 
cefllon hefhonld obtain h 
Serva nts Prefervation 
Plague, which had fo ir 
whole Houfe, and the gc 
join'd with him in the ' 
mighty God heard thei 
and both were fccur'd froj 
ger. 
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. Martin die Bdu^ a Child of four 
Years of Age wds (truck with the 
Infe&ion on a fuddain, whilft he was 
at Play, and all gave him for loft, 
the affedionate Mother being in 
£reat Defolation, was counfell'd to 
recommend him to St. Jofeph ! To 
yml recommend my Child. Two Hours 
after, her Husband obferving Signs 
pf Approaching Death, called his 
Wife, who made a fort of pious 
Complaint in thefe few Words, Ah ! 
&. Jofeph ! No fooner had (he ex- 

Erefe'd her Grief in this Manner, 
at the Child recover'd, call'd to his 
Mother for Meat, arofe from his 
Bed, and cry'd out, tam well y St. jo- 
ieph hash cured the. There remain'd 
not the lead: Mark of his Difeafe, 
and his Strength was fo fully reftor'di 
that next Morning he went to 
St.Jofepb 9 * Church to return thanks. 
A votive Pidure was afterwards 
hung up. to teftify . not only the 
fchild's, but iikewife the ltaiW\ 
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Delivery from the fame Evil, b 
Application to the Bubo of fbm 
Cotton that had touch'd the hes 
venly Ointment at Loudun^ where 
with St. Jofefh had cur'd miracn 
loufly a Religious Woman of tha 
Place, as is above mentioned . 

I fliould pafs the Bounds of thi 
ihort Treatife, were 1 to fet dowi 
the manifold favours granted b 
Almighty God at the Interceilion o 
St. Jofefh. There is not any Con 
dition or State of Life which ha 
Hot experienced his Power when in 
vocated. Father Barrie inftance 
this Truth in Virgins, married'Per 
fons and Women travelling in Child 
birth. The Devils in poffefs'd Per 
fons have frequently (hewn theii 
Indignation, againfl: the Fofter Fa- 
ttier of their Creator, and have trem- 
bled at St. Jofefh's Name. St. Tr 
refa laid much in. ftw Words, whei 
acquainting the Worjd X&s is fel 
down in the ^iliQlmt3iij< 
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tcr) that our Lord has given Power 
to other Saint x, to relieve us in /om* 
particular Neceflity, but that glori- 
ous St. Jofeph has Tower to fuccour us 
in them *B* 

The holy Patriarch not only pno- 
tefts particular Client?, but like- 
wife whole Communities, and Reli- 
gious Orders. Two Centuries are 
paft, fince the never fqfficiently 
prais'd Holy Order of t he C^rr^y?^/, 
apprehending a total Diflblaifion, 
no Stibje&s offering themselves to 
enter, held a General Chapter at 
Grenoble : The main Concern was tp 
implore St. Jofeph's Affiftancp, in the 
dangerous Condition of their Ian- 
guifijiing Body, that it might not ex- 
pire. To facilitate the Way, and 
deferve Companion from Heaven, 
the congregated Fathers chofe St.Jo- 
ftfh as their Patron and ProteQor j 
they pafs'd an unalterable Decree, 
th*t for the Future his Feast fhould 
not only be obferv'd as of Precept 

F 2 (jlVfaSfe 
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("which was not at that time c 
manded by the Church.) bat 1 
wife that it fliould be folemn: 
after the manner of one of the gi 
eft Days in the Roman Calec 
Thefe pious Offerings were acce] 
by St. Joftfki a od proved fo efh" 
qoi, that mall Parts of the W 
where they are eftabliuVd they 
nercr fince wanted, proper 
jefts. . , 

This glorious Saint, brings 
whole Provinces and Nations tc 
Catholick Faith. New France ( 
bim as a Propagator of Hii Go 
whofe Legitimate Parent he wai 
the Southern Parts of America, 
chief Miffion is called, The Mijf, 
St. jofeph ; under his aufpi 
Concurrence, in the Year itf2tf, 
hundred Families were bapt 
and their Example influence 
neighbouring Towns to unite t 
felves to th,e true Faith, that 
might partake of thofe fpiritua' 
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temporal Bleffings* which St. Jofwfh 
obtained for the thrice happy Con- 
verts* From the Eatraitce into that 
Part of the World, the icatetis Mif- 
fionaries had' fuch in Aflurance of 
the Patriarch's Power, that the Fa- 
tiers of the Society gave the ^Name of 
Jefepb to the firft Tdrquois they bap- 
tise! offering him the firft Fruits of 
their Apoftolical Labours. 

What it already faid may be to 
ChriftV Faithful a futfiiitht Proof 
of this comfortable Truth, how thofe 
wbodrio, in $t. JofephV Favour y haw 
Jcfus mh4 Mary frofiti&ui Vn their 
Sid*. The bleflw Virgin Encoura- 
ges Devotion £o her beloved Spoufe, 
and Royil Contort, witdefi that 
eminent' Matter of Spirit* and pra- 
dent Direftor of St. Tertfa • Baltazar 
Alvaroi S. J: who lying lick at Vdi- 
dolidixm burnt tfg Fca ver/one of bis 
Order affifHnfe him, held tip ah I- 
mageof oaf blefled L*Jy and St.Jo- 
fifb, advifing him to tecomtaead 

F 3 ^^ 
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himfetf to the Spoufe of Mary 
have Reafon ( faid Alvarez) f 
Mot for of God has commanded n 
freffy to do f$ : j he own'd after 
that he receiv'd this Commai 
tire holy Houfe of Loretto. F 
rites of Heaven are not only 
lell'd, bat commanded to pr 
aid propagate Dcvctioa to 01 
triarchy as was dearly and pofi 
tfgnify'd «o St. JSrigit and $t. 
frudf. The;hoi? : Mother St. Ter 
%*fus waffitd viib infinite Jo 
Plight (jo jiff f far own Wor 
the Foundation of Avila) wh< 
the Fpftjv*! ^ our blefled i 
jtffumtitoi the Queen of all J 
and AggeU* appeared to her 
St? J'f'fhi the Mother of Go 
4" h *b$ ifand r teUwghtr tf* 
Service dene^ to her dear Sfhife & 
ftph) fl*4*\d tier very muck* prpn 
Affiftaace f in jfier Religious Uj 
takings* : .The ioUqwing Chapi 
frftptkiyp ftw we, may defer 
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be taken notice of, by[the faid imma- 
culate Virgin, by honouring her be* 
loved Confort- 
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m I 

D fauns Methods of honouring 
St. Jofeph. 

IS AAV tie Son df faithful Abr*~ 
ham, drawing near to his De- 
parture out of this World, order'd 
Efau to take his Arms^ his Quiver 
*nd 2to»,(i) to go abroad and pro- 
vide by hunting, what might be a- 
greeable to his aged Father's Pa- 
la te^ and fo receive a Bltffing before 
he died. No Man certainly can be 
ib grofly miftakerf as to conclude 
from hence, that there wa* not Va- 
riety at Home to refrefh the decrepit 

F 4 P*- 
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Patriarch. No, fays Lyranut, her 
lies couch'd a Myftery of Morali 
that a Son who receives a Bleffing rn 
be obfequious and firve his Father. Ti 

Paffage of the Hiftory of the Eafl 
Church, which was found and p 
fenced as aathentick to Pope Adr 
the VI, is highly comfortable ; h 
our Lord Jefus Chrift affifting St ' 
feph on his Death-bed lean'd on 
Pillow, took him by the Hand, 
ceiv'd his laft Breath, clos'd his Ey 
and immediately before this glo 

OUS Parent expired, the Redeemer 

all Men gave him his Blefling fo 
happy Paflage, with an Affiirance 
bellow the fame on all thofe w 
fho'jld offer Sacrifice to God in £ 
nour of St. Jojtfh, on the Day 
his happy Departure, which the F 
man Church celebrates on thenii 
teenth of March, the Greeks obf 
ving it ou the twenty fixth of Dece 
ber^ as Barenius recounts in his Ml 
tyrologe. Tbo' they difl&r . abc 
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he time of his Deceafe, yet they 
re unanimous as to the Feftival 
f his Efponfals, viz. the twenty fe- 
ond of January i of his Flight into 
'gypt on the twenty fecond of De- 
wer, and his Return from thence, 
a the feventeenth of January. In 
bferring thefe Days, and perform- 
ig other Devotions to hid), due 
egard is to be had to the above- 
entloned Rule, A Son who expefts 
Bkffingj muff be obfequious to his 
ither. 

Works are more faithful Decla- 
rs of the Mind than Words, or 
le Lip-Worfhip. The crafty Ga- 
onites with greater Ihew of Elo- 
ence and fceming Piety* extolTd 
e Wonders of the Omnipotent, 
to favoured Rahab, as we read at 
•ge, in the fccotid and ninth Chape- 
's of Jofue. She faid, We have 
vd^ b<mtke>Lotddry y d+f tbeWa- 
r if the Red Sea at your Entrance^ 
t what hi barb done tor tfer- two 
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i believed* fbe ran the Hazard of 
Fe and Fortune in prote&ing 
5 Spies, and- fetting them fafe a- 
y ;■ for had the King ■ of J*rka 
own that fliecoaceard them, no 
ubt her fttf and her Houfe would 
*e been continued to Albea, be* 
e the Jfmtites fet Flame li o the 
ty; Whereas the pretended Am* 
ffedors frbm Gfibw, ' calbnbted all 
eir Projeft* according- td the 
fcmbltog Rule of PoHcy<ind ftlf 
eferration, their Contrivahces 
d Speeches were aJhet^d in by 
ilfliood, and althtf the ffebrew 
mtndndtr^ anfl the Wife SrmW* of 
e Synagogue, were fo far- over* 
ach'd by the fictions Narrative 
to fweai to a CovedanV Ind 
aire their Lives* yet they itete 
[tly fentencM to- Br fidgety - ircd 
avery. ■ • '• • ■■ ■•■■<>' -■■?. 
Whertfbre 'tftift be 6f Iftttie Ad- 
mtage to give fair Words, and 
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fives j VtttHr and froteftion of St. Jo 
fepb-, Wc muft perfeft Words b] 
Works, awake ferious Thoughts tc 
ferve God faithfully, for this i* th< 
chief Method of honouring the P* 
triarsh. 'Tis Pharifaical Cant tc 
cry, Lord, Lord ! and ftop there ; 
fiich Hypocrites will not efcape the 
Deluge of Flames jrand it ought to 
be remembred, that the Olive Branch 
brought by N<* J s Dove to the float- 
ing Ark, prefeging Peace to Man- 
kind, had not only verdant Leaves^ 
but : was loaden with Fruity hence a 
holy Dodor of the Church gives 
neoefiary Advice, ipot to flouriA 
with Leaves onfa or Words, but to 
efer Fruit, (a) to. entertaiq refolutc* 
ly div|ne Grace, tp leave the Trad; 
of People out of the Way, wapdring 
towards eternal Petition, and by 
a vertuous Life to deferve the Fa- 
vour of God, and the Protection of 

' ■ ■ « .. ->t "! ' . * • f 

<dJS. Jug, Trga, 6. » }•«• 
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St. Jofefh. But to dcfcend to more 
Particulars. 

If there is a Feafi ia the whole 
Year (next to thofe dedicated to 
God, and the Wetted Virgin) giving 
Aflurance of obtaining oar Petitions 
wd facilitating Salvation, 'tis that 

of St. J'fefh St. Terefa declares in 
the fixth Chapter of her Life, That 

far divers Tears Jhe defired fomtthing 
efhim upon his Fe&ivdl Day % and e- 
ver found it granted j *nd if peradven- 
tur9. her Petition was any pay deficient^ 
he redreffd it for her greater good. On 
that Pay hojy Sacraments are to be 
frequented, entertaining with flam- 
ing Devotion, that Omnipotent com* 
mitted to the Care of St. Jofcph. 
The yotive Oblation may be recited, 
and his Life read over. Twill alfo 
be a lingular way of honouring him, 
if tile pious Clients procure the Sa- 
crifice of holy Mais to be ofFer'd 
to God in Tbankfgiving for his 
eminent Glory. 

F 7 "Vs^ 
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The Univerfal Praftice of b 
noaring our holy Patriarchy is to r 
cite his little Office, his Litan'u 
Hymn and Prayer ; either daily, < 
for & fet time, as Occafion or D 
Motion require and fbggeft. Tb 
Ire a compendidus Elogium of 1 
fraifes : The following Exarap 
Will acquaint you how acCeptal 
they are unto him. 

The Priotefs 6f the Vrfulins^ 
the Houfe of 'Ctfi add Loudun, 
Almighty God's PermiffiOn, w 
^odfelfed With an evil Spirit, W 
tormented her after a violent flja 
' aer. To defend herfelf againft 1 
lnfiilting Tyranny, flie was act 
ftom'd to crave St. Jofepb's Bl 
ling (a Devotion praftis'd by ma 
bthers) before the Exorcifms, a< 
dutiful Child ^ould beg of a co 
pafiionate Parent. She alfo obli] 
herfelf to rtcite daily S. Jafip 
Office, for a whole Year, and 
perform Comt weekly ?«&&% 
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his Honour. Two or three Days 
after the Vow, the infernal Enimy 
was forcM away at the firft Exor- 
cifm, leaving the Mark of a Croft 
on her Forehead, as the Prieft had 
enjoyned him ; and to the End it 
might be known, that 'twas at the 
Patriarch's Interceffion, the Dev£i 
cry'd out hideoufly, Jofeph is to rye 
and Leviathan mvjt depart. 

Some Religious of the faid Order 
of St- Vrfula ? hadaDefign to fettle 
at Lambefa in Province^ the Inhabi- 
tants testifying an earneft Deiir? of 
their Coming and Company j where* 
fore they tranfported themfelws 
thither, but met with unexpe&ed 
Difficulties and Difappointraents. 
They could not fo much as find a 
proper Houfe to hire, fo refolv'd 
to return back to Aix, from whence 
they came. In the mjpan time they 
had Reconrfe to St. Jofeph they 
chofe him for the Protcdor of thefr 
juobf Intentions, and rcfoto'd tp 
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recite after Mafs his Litany, for 
nine Days together. Before the 
ninth Day, a vertuous Pried: being a 
Man of Sub fiance and Authority, 
came to dilcourfe the Vrfulin Supe- 
riour: He had boilt a Church and a 
Houfe adjoining to it, near Ldmbefa 
in honour of St. Terefa : He made 
an Offer to them both of Houfe and 
Church, and aflually put them in- 
to Pofleflion of both •, as if StTerefit 
bad dire&ed him to provide for 
thofe Devotes of her dear Father and 
Founder. 

' A Religious Houfe of Nuns fas 

P. Barrie had from the Mouth of 

the Superiourj had not receiv'd a 

con fid era ble time any Novices, 

which occafion'd great Affiidion, left 

in few Years the Family fhould want 

a Subjefts to continue Succeflibn. They 

* all rcfolv'd to fay St. Jofeph's Prayer 

after Mafs, for fix Months •, which 

Devotion being unanimoufly and 

^ chearfaliy u/rdmaken, that the P*- 

' '" march 
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tritrckj who is a Protedor of Reli- 
gious Orders, would vouch fa fe to 
provide for them. A few Days af- 
ter a young Lady of Quality and 
Fortune offer'd her felf to live and 
die with them in God's Service. 
The Community was fenfible of the 
Favour arid to this Day continue 
their grateful Acknowledgments. I 
cannot omit what is worthy of Me- 
mory, 'the Devotion of Monficnr 
Htnry Chycot Canon of Chartres % 
Which he expiefs'd for the afore- 
faid Prayer .• By his laft Will 
and Teftament, he left a confide- 
fable Sum of Money, as a perpe- 
tual Foundation to be diftributed 
yearly aitlongft the Canops oiChar- 
*w, with this Obligation, to ling 
daily St* Jofeph's Hymn, and Prayer } 
to the End he might contribute 
*vhen abfent in a more happy Place, 
to have his fpecial Patron honour'd 
upon Earth* 



K* 
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As molt Perfons place in their 
belt Rooms Reprefentations in Go- 
lours, of fuch as they tenderly lovc^ 
as Teftimonies of their Efteem and 
Affeftion ••, So the Devout Clients 
of St. Jofeph will do well, tb fet up 
his Pi&ure in their private Oratorio, 
or carry it in little about them. 
St. Terefa pra&is'd this, and the Jfe 
tie Pi&ure is ftill prefer v'd at Avila* 
By our Lord's Directions, flie placM 
over the Gate of her firft reform'd 
Monaftery, the Statue of St. Jo/efb f 
with that of his Immaculate Spoufe. 
When St. Francis Sales departed 
moft happily at Lyons, there was 
but one loofe Picture found in his 
Breviary , which was of St. Jojtfk. 
The aforefaid St. Terefa now en- 
joys the lafting Reward due to her 
Merits, and indefatigable Labour, 
in reforming an ancient Religious 
Order, eredting thirty two Mooa- 
fteries. We by a perfonal Refer* 
/nation of our Lives, muft fit our 
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fclves for one of thofe happy Man- 
Sons, in the Heufe of our Heavenly 
Pother ; (a) for a very lhort time, 
will fix US in the Houfe of our Eter- 

**y.Q>) We muft not lofe fliore 
Day-light, in carrying on the great 
Work, but humbly beg St. Jofiph's 
helping Hand, that as He ? Father* 
fckeaflifted that poor Virgin in the 
Reformation, fo likewife he will 
fcvoor us his Petitioners, in taking 
fccure Pofief&on of oar glorious and 
everlafting Manfions. 

To prepare the Way, we are to 
nake vFncnds by Mammon, that 
whed Death calls upon us, we may 
be receiv'd into Eternal Taker* 
navies, (c) The Prophet Daniel coun- 
feH'd impious and proud Nabucho- 
ionozjr, to redeem his Sins with Almf- 
4eeds f and hit Iniquities by jhewing 
Mercy to the Peer % (d) perhaps (faid 

he) 

(a) S. $obn 14. 2. (i) Ecckf ti» v V* ^ 
i*kc. 16. p. (d) Daniel 4* %\* 
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he) (?od *M forgive thy Crimes* and 
mitigate the Punilhment. This is 
another Method of deferring St. Jo* 
ftfh^ favourable Prote&ion, to giro 
Alms to a Man in Years, to a poor 
Woman and her Infant, in honour 
ot the facred Family of Ntzgrotk 
St. Vincentius Ferrerius recounts, how 
a Gentleman of Faience had a pious 
Cuftom, amongft his other good 
Works, every Chriftmafs-dsy, to Uh 
vite a Woman with a fuekling Childj 
and an elderly Man to dine with 
him, for the Love he bore to Jofrs 
Maty and Jofeph. This was lb 
pleating to God, that he had the . 
Comfort and Joy to behold on his 
Death-bed the divine Guefts, who 
were perfonated by tbofc he enter* 
tained -, and as he was departing 
this World, they gave him this 
tranfporting Invitation to Paradife .• 
Friend, you have evtry Tear invited us 
to a Feaft in your Heufr % mom tome 
**d me mil receive yen to our &aff 9 
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d into the dwelling Place of the klef- 
l, there to reign with us, and them, 
dU ferts ef Contentment, as long 
* happy Eternity jhall lafi. Oh ! 
'hat Comfort for fuch fmall Mat- 
rs, to receive a hundred fold, and 
ernalLife. (a) 

St. Jofepb reve^l'd himfclf a Dc- 
>tion very acceptable to him, af- 
r the following Manner; Two 
cligioos of Sf. Francis's Order hav- 
j; Mer'd Shipwrack, they happily 
id hold of a large Plank, which 
«re them up, they were tofs'd 
rtf Days and three Nights in 
|s evident Danger of finking, and 
this ftarving Diftrefs, they had 
rcourfe to St. Jofeph, petitioning 
i powerful Affiftance, in their 
(berate Gircumftances. TheSaint, 
cr unknown, Jhew'd hifflfelf to 
em, like a young Man of beauti- 
l and comely Features j he en- 
couraged 



m>* 
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couraged them not todefpond,a 
as a skilful Pilot coodqded th 
fafe to a fecure Harbopr* At th 
landing, they humbly crav'd 1 
Name of their Deliverer, that tl 
might perfonally acknowledge \ 
Angular Favour ? He told them 
Name was J*fiph t and recommei 
cd to them the daily Recital of 
ven Our Fdthtr^s^ and as maijy h 
M*ry\ in Memory of his fei 
Griefs, and feven Joys which he 
latcd to them, and having feidt 
he difappear'd. The good Religi 
put the mention'd- Devotion i 
fpeedy Execution, a nd likevrifc i 
ditated on the Myfteries fugg$l 
by Urn, who bad fecur'd them ft 
Dangers of the Deep. t*ter Mor* 
adds, that St. Jvjipb had afli 
them, that he would fuccour otb 
in Ncceffity, and particularly at : 
Hoar of Death, provided they p 
dis'd the fame Devotion. 
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The holy Minim Gaff or Bond had 
triable Pra&ice, at his going out 
:he Convent, at his Return, and 
molt of his Adions to call upon 
w, Mary and Jofeph, that they 
ild beftow a Blefling upon his 
dertakings. On his Death-bed 
experienced incredible Confola- 
i, and begg'd of the Alfiftants 
Vifiters, that when they law 
1 agonizing, they would repeat 
h an audible Voice, thefe three 
•ed Names. The laft Words he 
; heard to articulate upon the 
dring of his Soul to God, were, 
», Maria, Jofeph. Tis in the 
rer of many to honour the Name 
hfefhy by giving it to Children 
holy Bafttfm, or at the ufe of 
fon taking it in the Sacrament 
Confirmation. Wicked Sorcerers 
e been ForcM to own, that they 
e lefs Power over Infants that 
r his Name. 'Tis matter of Fa& 
t a Per fan of Qaaiity VbmV&^Vft. 
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all his Children by Witchcraft 
few Days after their Birth. ' 
counfell'd by one (who had 
great aq Iafight into that black 
diabolical ArtJ to name his 
Son Jofipb j 'twas done, and 
Child liv'd to inherit his Fati 
Eftate and Honour. 

The learned Gerfin obferves, i 
fuch who have loft any thing t 
much efteem, having Recourfe 
St. Jofeph^ and performing fi 
Devotions in his Honour, eithei 
retrieve what is gone, or beai 
it with Patience and Refignat 
are more favoured in fome 01 
kind. He brings a Proof of vi 
be aflerts, how an Acquaints 
of his, recovered by thefe Me 
What he had loft of great Va 
'Tis perhaps on this Account, « 
anxious and fcrnpulous Perfons 

{rtore his Affiftance, to obtain 
oeftimable Treafure of Serenit 
Mind, and iqteriqur Repofe* 
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who experienced the L5Ts of Jejtu, 
when remaining in the Temple of 
HurvfaUm, and the Grief it colt 
him, doubtlefs will not be wanting 
to comfort his pious Clients in An- 
xiety aijd Aridities. Not to pafs 
over jn Silence the Merits of the a- 
Jboye mentioned John Gtrfon, Know, 
that 'tis he who being the zealous 
aqd eminently learned Chancellour of 
the Univerfity at Paris, was fo paf- 
iionate a Lover and Admirer of 
oar Patriarch, that he composed a 
Book in his Honour, intituled Jofc- 
fhirty and in all his eloquent Ser- 
mons be never omitted to mention 
his Praifts. He maintains, that he 
was fen&ify'd in his Mother's Womb, 
th$t he had alfo abfblute Command 
over fenfuality, that he was con- 
firmed in Grace, that he arofe with 
our Saviour Jtfus Chrift, that, except 
the bleffed Virgin, no Saint is great- 
ter in Heaven. I could not omit 
this fhort Digreflion, GwfontoftVNt» 
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been feleQed, as one of the chi 

PanegyriFls of St. Joftph. 

Some in Refpeft to St. Jofeph i 
vocate Saints who bore his Nam 
viz.. St. Jofeph Son to the Samarit 
Woman, that gave Water to 
WefTed Redeemer at the Well 
Jacob ; (a) his Feaft is celebrat 
according to Barromus's Martyt 
loge, on the twentieth of Man 
fullering then Martyrdom with I 
Mother and Brother Vifhr. St. \ 
feph the Juft, a Title given him 
the Holy Ghofi. (b) He was one 
the feventy two Difciples, and t 
Apofiles had fo great an Opini 
of his San&ity, that they natn\l h 
with St. Mathias to be ftbftitutcd 
the Traytor Judash . Apoftle*ft 
The Records of Alexandria .pit 
him afterwards the Bifhop of B 
rufalem. The noble Centurion S".-* 
feph of Arimathe*, feems to cla 
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reat Britain particular Veneration .• 
his worthy Difciple of Chrift dif- 
sarg'd his Duty in time of great- 
t Danger, when the very Afojtles 
jfconded j at that time animated 
y the dolorous Mother^ he entred 
oldly into Pilate's Prefence, not 
jgarding his being cenfur'd an E- 
emy to the State; begg'd the Body, 
mbalm'd it, and had the honour 
> dcpofite the fame in a Sepulchre 
rcpar'd for himfelf. He fupply'd, 
is I amy fay) the Place of our great 
atriarcb; the ooe provided for Je- 
n ihring, the other took Care of 
*fa A&& upon the Grofs, and for 
& ShtemKBt- He c*roe afterwards 
a preach the Gofpel (in our Ifland, 
nd founded oar firft Primitive Mo- 
aftery in£ Glafienbury. 

A Religious Man .of. Ho^ftrat^ 
ras us'd to meditate frequently 
pon St. Jefhptfs Journey into Egyft^ 
;Ow he had afforded all Manner of 
ervices to his God aud to \v\s <ka&. 

G 2 ^soSs 
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Spoufe. He intermix'd r 
Thanks to the princely Pa 
for what be had dooe upon 
calions, for his dear Redeem 1 
the Virgin Mother his fpeci 
Tocate. It fo fell oat, that on 
being at fome Diftance from 1 
naftery, and returning he 
mifrook the Road; and wan<j 
and down, and round a Mo 
fo long, that he gave hi ml 
loft, he wasnot without Ap] 
(ions of a violent Death fr 
vage Beafts, which often 
themfelves in' that Place, 
rifbing by contagious Fogs 
Solitude of the Night encre; 
Horror, and no means to 
appeared, but to implore £ 
He therefore recommended 
in the mod fervent manner to 
fif&t Protection- No fooner 
done this, bat he found thi 
EffeS of his Prayer. He ii 
ately met a grave Maa Vti 
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Afs, upon which fat a Woman with 
an Infant in her Arms •, this happy 
Encounter was entertained with a 
wonderful Comfort and Joy, which 
was confiderably augmented , 
when asking the Way ? he who led 
the Afs offer'd to be his Guide, and 
bid him follow. As they went to- 
gether, the whole Difcourfe was of 
God, and the Religious never found 
bis AfFe&ions fo cnarm'd, even in 
time of ferverous Prayer. Entring 
the Village, where the Monaftery 
flood, they all three difappear'd, 
which gave Affurance that St. Jofepb 
had delivered ^him from 1 the Dan- 
ger. So acceptable it was to medi- 
cate on Ibine Paflage of his Life, 
and to tHazi^&fid tor t\\t Care he 
took, and ferns he 'underwent for 
Him, wtioni yit adore in Heaven, 
and upon oiir r Altars. ' 

There arc feveral other < Ways 
of honouring him, as to lay the 
Beads, ' to wear Kin^s " *\s& ^ 

O 3 ^■asa 
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Name eograv'd, as fome 
Lyons in the time of the Pi 
and Hot one of that Numl 
touch'd with the Contagion 
have on their Rings, Jefm 
yaftfb. But he is chiefly 
(as is above fait!,* by honouri 
in the Imitation of his Veri 
pious Reader may pick up 
moft proper for his State, 
tion one Vertue, becaufe th 
Virgin was pleas'd to r 
St- Brigit, that it had merit 
t'rcular Crown of Glory to S 
It was an uninterrupted \ 
Aits of. Conformity ,to th 
Pleafure. In this he took 
Satisfaction, that it was his 
Afpiration, Oh! that I may I 
feeihtWdl »f Qui f»l0d. 1 

he (aw bis Saviour in the ! 
or was oblig'd to withd 
Egypt, whatever happen'd 
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comriftatp this juft Man, (a) he ne- 
ver chang'd Countenance, but was 
equal in the Inequality of human 
Contingencies. We may without 
Toil imitate the Patriarch by defi- 
ring, only to livt y to fulfill the Witt of 
God— - Neceflary Resignation will 
make us eafie in all Contrarieties 
and Dffeppointments. 'Tis both 
iifpleafing to our Maker, and con- 
trary to right Reafon to fiet and rex 
lot felr.es, at what is not in our 
?qwer to prevent. It alfo frequent- 
y happens how that what we lament 
is waiting is more beneficial than 
:£at we pray'd to obtain. A trpe 
Jeliever mult walk towards ever- 
arftipg Blifs, betwixt P.rofperity and 
^dv¥i1ity, with a Contempt of both. 
Such men as cenfure God's G over fl- 
uent xif the World, are not only 
tfale-contents, but open Rebels, 
kltho' they mutter ' a'nd murmur. 

it 

(a) Proverb. 12. 21% , v 
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it makes no Alteration in divine F\ 
Decrees, For his Corned ftands, ani ^ 
his whole Will is jujlifyed. (a) The Air & 

mighty is a molt tender Fatherland L 
an unerring Maftpr, he takes Care \ 
of every Hair of our Heads (b) and j Q 
provides better for us than we could ; 
do for our felves, bellowing tem- 
poral Bleflings or falutary Scourges, j 
according to what conduces to the 
improvement of his Servants, who 
like Royal David, blefs the Lord in d 
times, his Pr^ife is always in their 
Mouths. Whether they arc upon 
\ Mount Thabor, or Mount, CaTv*ri% 
they would not change their Pofts f 
becaufe God has placed them there 
This perfeft Conformity goes Hand 
in Hand with conftant Joy, for * 
the Throncr of human fAiferies no mot' 
fal is more happy than he, who ih 
'what he would be. (d) Such Souls 

.... ... . a$ 

J 1 
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fd)ffsi*46. 10. (b) »Utb. \6. v>* vft *V. 
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as refolrc ferioufly to enter after 
Chrift into Glory, maft fuffer with 
him and humbly beg to partake of 
his divine Appointments, and never 
to abandon him, even when fweat- 
ing Blood in the Garden, and pray- 
ing to his Heavenly Fatbir, not as 
/, hut as thou wilt (a) have it. 

Other particular Vectues of 
St-Joftph, may be taken Notice of, 
in the eight Meditations of his 
Life -, they need no Orator to com- 
mend them, no more than a Jewel 
ofineftimableValue,a Foil tofct it 
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St. JOS EP it 

* ■ 

To choofe him for * Patron: 

3 Holy JOSEPH* Virgin-* 
Spoufe of the Virgin Mo- 
ter of GOD ; irioft glorious Ad- 
Kate of all fueh as are in 
anger, or in their laft Agony ; 
id mod faithful Frotedor of 
1 the Servants of MART- your 
sareft Spoufe : I N> N. va tte 

H 



no An Oblation 

Prefenceof^ESXtfand MARE 
do from this Moment chooG 
you for lily Lord and Maftea 
for my powerful Patron and A 
vocate, for the obtaining a mo 
happy Pe^th ; Aftd I firq&Jy 
fblve and' pu*po<fej never tb fos 
fake you ; and never to lay or dc 
nor even to fuflferany under m^ 
Charge to fay or do, any thing 
againft youi" HortoUr j receive 
me therefore for your perpetua 
Servant, and recommend me tG 
the conftant Prote&ion of MAR!* 
your deareft SpQJife, and t? thjtf 
evedafting Mercies of JE&VJ2 
my Saviour : Aflift roe in all tbpm 
AcHons of my whole Life, aU§ 
Which I now offer to the greater" 
and everlafticg Glory of JESVS 
Aod MART, as well as to your 
<wwv. Never therefore fittilMte 
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e, and whatsoever Grace you 
s moll necefiary and profitable 

me, obtain it for me now, 
d at the Hote of my Death, 

which I nqw iqvite ypy, 
ftinft the linctrtain Houf iai 
Wch it fhall happen, that 
latfoever at tfts pre fen t, and 

my Death-bed, I cannot of 
f felf obtain, rqfly-.hy your 
acious IntfcrOeffion vbe fee- 
>w'd upon me, by the God of 
/ Soul our Lord Jefus Christy 
10 together- v?i#i thg Father, 
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•<■ 



3FFIG 




PP 



• • 



St. JOSEPH, 



: ' »■■-_ 



At Mattins. 

?e/*f, ji/«rj, 3^/^. 

'. /"\ Lord, open my Lips, 
\J R. And my Mouth fliall 

eclare thy Praife. 
V. O God incline unto my 

id. K. 



• S. Jofeph. ii j 

JR. O Lord make baft to help 
e. 

V P Glory be to the Father, 
d to the Son, and to the Ho- 
Ghoft. 

R. As it was in the Beginninj 
now, and ever fhaU be, Worl< 
ithoiit End* Amen. Alleluja. 



TbeHjmn. 



r 



/^ 



OSEP H y the Son of DdviJ, 
was efteem'd, 
Father of Jefa, who the World 

RedeemM. / ' / 

The Virgin he efpous'd, 
i Heart conjoyn'd, 
And Guardian was of both 
7 Heaven affignM. 
Antifkon. All Hail Honour of 
e Patriarchs, Steward of the 
Ay Church of God, who did'ft 



I 



114 The Office of 

conferve the Bread of Life, and 
the Wheat of the EleQ. 

V, O holy Jofephy Pray for us. 

R. That we frtay be made? 
worthy of the Promifes of 
Chrif. 

« » 

The Prayer. 

ASfift us O LorijVJt bcfecch 
thee, by the Merits of the 
Spoufoof thy holy Mother, thtt 
what of our felves we cannta 
obtain, miay be given ti$ by his 
Interceffion. Who litfeft and 
reigneft with God the F*ther\ in 
Unity of the Holy Ghofl, y/Cfld 
Without End. Amen. 



At 




\» 



^vjofcph. 



'l I ■ 'I , i 1 \ r-*.i : » • » 

i i At Prime. 



£^ - ** 



^. 



O-Gqfadadm aft 

K. O Lord make haft t< 

ane »-'- i i I old' '' ; ■;. 
V. Glory be to the Path< 

Jlleluja. 

• > 

The Hymn .' 

WHenitbdu the Virgh 
With Child perceii 
. Perplext in Thought lb 
defignMft to leave. 

But in thy Sleep aijt 
With his Voice, 

Advis'd thee not to fear, 
rejoice; 



Fii6 The Office of 

i Antifhon. All Hail, Honour 
I of, &c . as before fpiig* 113. 



The Prqer* 



\ << 




Sfiftus O Lord, we^efoecf^- 






, At the Third Hour. 

« ■■ « « « « • » # . - * 

Jefus,Marj,Jofeph..- - 

K/~\God incKne unto my 

W Aid. 
: A. O Lord make haft to help 

me. 

.• V. Glory be to the Father, &c* 

jBeluj*. 

The Hymn, 

cr. . .:■■■.. 

'IX) Betblew, with the pr*g. 
:^/ xzaat Virginhe, T\*- 



» » 



TbeC&tedf u] 

Travel'd to pay th' ipipofed Sub 

fiSfe.- 
Where, Chrift was to, he born, 

and' id which Pfefce^ 
He fhortly fhou'4 Ijis Infant 
I'^Lomemorace. ,.^ L 
, 4nt'tpkon. All Half," Honour 

V. 0,hQ|y Jofeph, pray for us. : 
-" R': That' we' inay be made 
worthy of the Promifes oi 
Chrift. 

... Wt grayer. 

■ -• '.A. , .: .- 

I • 

Sfi/l us O. Lord , we be- 
feech thee 1 , &c. as before, 

r \J . « . ^ ■-* . ' ■ - • • •*■ 







H5 



At 



.\ 



- *!*k 



[8 



TfcQfcetf: 



uj^tijsL'in 




Sixth Hdjftii 



\i • *. 



/i « ' >. 



> -* * 







■ I »-»#*rt ; 



- U 



*j » 



le* 




• ^, if, 



God lodiMhmu^f 

The Hymn. 

... i 

WHeri cruel #**><* th' InnC^" 
ceafcpopseg, ;j .v> a 
By th Angel warn'4, Jm /• 
call'dft thy Spoufe frpro Reff^ 
That taking her ccleftial Ba"oe^ 

fhe might 
with thee to ifr**/ make a fpeed^ 

-Flight. — 

Awti-* 



S. Jofepb. n$ 

itifhofj. All Hail) Honour of 
Patriarchs, Steward of the 
' Church of God, who 
t conferve the* Bread of 
, and the Wheat oftaht 

r * ■ ■ « i '•• *■ «... 



v 



.0 holy 7$^ , pray for 

* , • ,/■'' 

.That we may- be made 

thy of the Promifes of 

ijt. 

. . Tfo Prdjnr. 

L Sfift qs, O Lord, we tat 
|^ fecch thee, $c. as before, 

V JI 4. • .:■'!.. 

I:- .-'.■■« 



H d 



At 



1*9 



Tk, Office <f 



•V.. 



V. 



• • • » \ 

At the Ninth:^^! 







God incline * unto 
Aid, 
R. Q Lord make haft to '. 
me. .■»<•••■ 

K Glory be to the Father, 



4 y 



» «* « 4a 



TH Y Foes being dead, t 
mad'ft no longer ftay 
Hut into Gdlilee didH b: 

away 
Mother and Child, Heaven 

Advice did give, 
And thou at Nazareth di 
- . humble live. 



Y 



rv.^fc>re,pag. no. • • 
. Pray for us, O holy JS- 

. That' we may* be made 



- T * 



Sfift us uXQrdj.we^ye- 
^ fetch, jthce* e£f. is.h^grf^ 

"4- " ""'"' " 



-if-. ■ 1 



* At Even-Song,;. ;;. 

■?</«*, jBiry, J^. '/- , 

3 God incline untoVmy 
Aid. 
. O Lord make baft to help 



/ 



H 7 



V.Qtfsei 



BLetfed Jef&Xpfi 
the glorious Ligl 
At twelve Years old 

unto thy fight V 
But finding him amoni 

ctors thou 
His Guardian was, td \ 

Angels bow. 

Amifhon. All Hail, 

Of, &c. as hefori, 119. 

f. Pray for us, 
fifb. 

D TU-*. .... 



TbePrget. 



m 



A*KS3f?*** 



Hft.M*; 

^3^.V^'$)ffe '■;-■ 

P./"10™ert as, O God, our 
Y^i Saviour^ ' "■*-:- 
R. Aid' tarn way thiae'An- 
! gef frogj us-. '.'..: 

rz & God iriciiae unto my 

"Aid. ■■■■'.■■ ■'.*■ 

K. O Lord make haft to help 

me. 
V. Glory be to the Father, dv, 

us -ty 

-i 



TOSPr 



■• t.l * % • 



«?4 



The Office of " l 



r*. » -.-* 



The 






\U 4..' 



Chrifi and the Virgin in D 
Agony : , -„ . * 

That fothou c Dfigh*ft tny < 

direfUy bend ?v , A . 
To LiMoy ha^hg'mtfde a 
End.. 



» 



?r*. bag, 1 19. 

JR. That we may oe 
"worthy of the PrOmifi 






. T/k Prayer 



r A Sfift us, O Lord, D* 
,j3L feech thee, &c. as , 
j% "4 



S. Jofeph. 



fcsj 



.» ..v. . . *■» - • « 



- The Commend** ion* 



rHefe Ftoifrs Canonical I 
-- have a^dreft, , y ~~ 

> th«&i Safet TfoM from a 

zealous Breaft : 

lat by thy Prapsrs, thou wilt 

obtain that I, 

ly live tffrh'tficg far H«Syen 

Eternally. v Amen. 



* i ■ » 



I 



..'Hi 



H'9 



t. • 



. lit*. 



A. . . ". • «■■»•■ ii ■ .fc 



^ ■-» 



IZ$ 



I • 



II " I ■■' ■ ■' . 



THE 



LITANY 

Q F . 

St. JOSEPH. 

TT Ord have Mercy on us. 
I ^ Chrift have Mercy on us 
Lord have Mercy on us. 
Chrift hear us. 
Chrift gracioufly hear us. 
O God the Father Creator < 

the World, Have Mercy c 

us. ■* * ■ 

O God the Son Redeemer 

Mankind, Have Mercy < 

us. 




I 



The Lit uny cf y &x. 127 

A the Holy Ghoft, per* 
er of the Ele£fc, Have 
rcy on us. 

•ed Trinity, three Perfons 
one God, Have Mercy 
us. 

Mary Queen of the 
>lc World. ■ 
6 0/e/>£, Spoufe of the 
ed Virgin. 

Jofeph, fanftify'd be- 
i Birth. 

Jofeph priviledg'd and H - 
(erv'd from all mor- ! ^ 
Sin. ^ 

Jofeph y confirra'd in -J 
ice. * 

Jofeph, Honour of the 
riarchs. 

Jofeph , replenifli'd 
h unfpeakable Bene- 
:10ns. 






IZ$ The Litavy 

Saint Jofeph, reputed Father 1, 

oijejus. Jj 

Saint Jofepb , abounding 

with all the Gifts of the 
..HolyGhoft. 
Saint Jofepb, who adored 

Jefus in the Crib. 
Saint Jofefb, an Angelical 

Man. 
Stint" Jofefby who by the 

Admonition of thy good 

i^ngel, preferved'ft Cbrifi 
. from the Fury of He- 

rod, •■ 

feint Jofepb, who (as a 
.Principality of the firft 

-Hierarchy of Angels) 

didft govern Chrift* 
Saint Jofepb, who as a Ver* 

tue, wert- a Minifter to 

Cfirijt. 
> Saint \, 




P/^Jpftph./ 199 

Jofephy i£r?ater tfaanl " 
i £)om\n&t?pn$ , whopav 
^ King- a Ad Queen of 
avepobey'd. 

jofepb 9 w l y9bpfo Arms 
J Bpfom ; C]&ri/ was 

ted as in ; a Throne. 

Jofepfr r > Who a$ a 

erubipy hacPA care of r!? 

5 Virgin of the^^e L^ 

radif?. . .. ~-\<lJ?3 

3fc/#£, a Seraphjcall ^ 

in. ; ; 

Jofeph, a moft higtf , 
>ntempjative Soul. 
jofefh who diedft Ml 

rift's Arms. . • ; ^ i 

3fe/f!P*i who didij; hear < •• » 
geiical Mufick. v . : 
3feA? * > Precurfor of 
rift to the Holy Fathers 
Limbo. 






i •■) 



& 



\kvv- 



i$o TheLitdttjr 

Saint Jo/epk, wh>arpfe Drill] 
C/;r//? from the Dead. 

Saint Jofepb % who i a Bod j 
and Mind, did enjoy pe- 
culiar gifts of Glory . 

Saint Jofepb, Our dear Pa- 
trorij and Defender; 

Lamb of God that takeft i 
the Sins of the World, 
us, O Lord. 

Lamb of God, that taketh : 
the Sins of the World, 
us, OLord. 

Lamb of God, that takeft; 
the Sins of the World, 
mercy upon us. 

O Lord hear my Prayen , 
And let my Supplication' 

to thee, 



4! 



Of S. Joieph: ij^ 
The Prayer.. 

\ 

I 

Sfift us, Lord, we bc- 
feedj thee, cfo ** ^<f/wtfj 
[g* 114* 



i. v. 



• -r- 



-■IV. 



,, \ ' 



t ' » 



•» 



■* 



~. -f 



v. « 



THE 



1 . ■ 



... *. . 



« -1 r 



.«?«-•«. . 1 



. . , %. 






*i* 



•* 



I..- 



t . 



f Mb 
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H Y 



• > 




. » *■ 



In Hdnobr of 

StJOSEPK 

TTAI1 " Holy Tfe/Sfr « Wh< 

1 X pure Mind, 

Rendred thee fit to be defiga'd, 

The Husband of a moft pi 

Bride, 
To Royal D-tf/W both ally'd. 

Hail Guardian of God's Sod 
on Earth, 
Fore-to'ld of his ftupendious 

Birth. 
And other Heavenly Scdrets* 

known W 



ThtHymn, &c. ijj 

to thy felf and Spoqfe alone, 
(o^ often did thy happy Arms 
j re that Sacred Bade from 

larms ; 

len with him y and thy 

Virgin- Wife, 

)nftrain'd to fly, to fave His 

Life! ; 

fith what unfpeakable delight 
>idft thou enjoy the precious 

fight, 
)f thy Redeemer, whofe. bright 

Eyes, 
)id far out-fhine the Sun's up- 
rife! 
How many times didft thou 

imbrace 
[Tie tender giver of all Grace," 
Ind didft as often fix a Kifs, 
lb fill the meafure of thy Bifs ? 

To whom did God' fuch Jovs 



Import; 



} 



.A 



Ks 




I When fefrs loft, was 
gain. 
Mod happy was thy ] 
be 
The Paradife, in which 
Of Life did profper, l 
ground, 
Where that firft grew, 
be found. 
How fweetned was 
Fains, 
Xthikjefis lived on tl 
Whereby the Food thi 
Eat, 
Became all Sanctified A 
With thee he frequ 
walk, 
Calling thee Father ia 



Of S. Jofeph. i j y 

And by his charming ;fwcet Di£ 

courfe, 
Did Sorrows from thy Heart Di- 
vorce. 
No Inftrumcnts, however 

Strung, 
Ere founded like our Saviour's 

Tongue ; 
Which thou heard'ft hourly! 

Happy then 
Wert thou above the reft of Men. 
And when, in age, refiftlefs 

Death, 
Gave fummons to thy lateft 

Breath, 
CouM thou more happinefi, de* 

vife, 
Than to have J*fa clofe thine 

Eyes? 
Great is thy glory fore above, 
Whom Chrijt did fo intirely 

love, 

I 2 ** 



* ■ 



The Hy mn 

saw*** 



may- 



jtmtf- 
Tie Pffl"' 



a 



assess 



i J W 11 Jf'T '*Ae i» ft ' ? 

gSassg 



Of S. Jofeph. m 

ilation of thy everlafting Viu- 
i. Through the fame Lord 
tfai our Saviour, who with 
le Father and the Hdiyf Ghofk 
ireth and reigneth one Gdd,fcp 
rer and ever. . : J^en. 
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THE 



. • \J u s • 



*■ 



THE : \l 

1 1 



BE ADS 



OF 






SlJOSEPH. 

UPON the great Beads, yoif 
recite the following Prayer 
which the Holy Church makes 
ufe of in his Divine Office. 

The Prayer. 

jQSfift us Lor A y we befeech thee, 

by the Merits ef the Sftmft tf 

thy moft Holy Mother ', that wbsfjf 

cur feives we cannot obtain y may 

h given us by his interceffion : 

WVu* 



Of S. Jofeph. 1 39 

r ho liveft and reign eft with God 
e Father^ in the unity of the Ho- 
Ghofty World without end. Amen. 

pon the teller Beads, yoq (ay* 

]OST glorious Patriarch S. 
Jofeph, Fofter Father of 
fus, and Spoufe of th( tver Im~ 
nutate Mother of God. Fray 
1 U4 now y and at the hour of our 
wh. Amen. 



Seven 



H 



SEVEN 



PRAY Ji. R.! 

Ip honour of the Seven Dolours a 
Seven Joys pf St. Jofeph. 



The firft Dolour, 

The Tormenting Thoughts, of f< 
faking his Spoufe with Child 

The firft Joy. 

*Tht comfortable Meflage of t 
Angel, Jofeph Son of David, 
mi fear to talk? Mary for thy Wij 

The Prayer. 

Chaft Jofeph ! I moft ham! 
petition by this GtUC and t 




1" ••JC-/+"" 



s 



Thffrvtn Dolours y & c. 141 

Joy, that you'll make Supplication 
for my being preferv'd in unalte- 
rable Parity of Soul, and Body, 
that I may overcome aQ Tempta* 
tioss and Perplexities, curb my 
ceafuring others, and that I may, 
by concurring with divine Infpira- 
tions, deferve the favourable Affi- 
ftance of my good Angel, in directing 
me to the Performance of my Duty 
towards God and Man. Thro* oar 
Lord Jefus Chrift, who with the 
Father and the Holy Ghoft liveft 
fi nd reigneft, one God World with- 
out End. Amen. 

The Second Dolour. 

St. Jefipb 1 * beholding little Jefus flu* 
vering with Cold in the Manger, 
and fo miferably accommodated* 



^ 



W* 



142 The f even Dohuri Mi 

The Second Joy. 

His hearing the Angelical Harmony. 
The Adorations of the Shepherds 
and the three Kings proftrate be- 
fore the Infant God. 

The Prayer. 

Companionate St* Jofeph % I moft 
humbly petition by this Grief 
and this Joy, that you'll make Inter- 
ceflion for me, that my frozen Heart 
may become a fervent Receptacle of 
my dear Redeemer in the adorable 
Sacrament of the Altar \ and my poor 
Soul a permanent dwelling Place of 
the Holy Ghofi. I now freely offer 
my Memory, Will and Underftand- 
ing to be govern'd by divine Pro- 
vidence, befeeching God by your 
Merits, that I may adore him fo 
faithfully on Earth, as to defer ve to 
Sag crcrnally with tta\ta&& <An£(* N 



Joys of S. ]ofej>h. 



£>yftil^!anticle, Glory h to Cod 



Cod 

Thro* oar Lord, Jefus 
Our Father. H<xilM*ty. 

m \ 

The Third dolour. 

fipPs beholding Chriifc to (bed 
facred Blood fd early in the 
cumcifion. 

The Third Joy. 

)ronouncing the mdft (acred 
i faving Name of JESUS, as 
i eternal Father had order'd by 
: Angel. 

The Prayer* . 

int Jofefh my potent Patron / I 
noft humbly petition by this 
f and by this Joy, that you'll 
; Interceflion for me, that I max 
Tears ot perfe& GotktuxVrt^ Ssst 



I rejoyce that my Jefusf w 
B bleed at that tender Ag 
I me an4 all Mankind fi 
fling Perdition. Ilikev 
the faving Name of Jejfu 
deeply imprinted in m] 
Memory, as never to t 
do any thing againft 
noijr. Thro' the fame 
Ckritt, &c, 

Our Father. Hail 

Th$ Fourth Dolo 
The Wmvlc nf *;«»*.. ~- 




\vjs ef S. Jofeph* 

The fourth^ J*J(* 

\t Simeon faid, that CW# would 
? a Light to the Geotils, the 
lory of Jfj9**/ and Rerurre&ion 
many* ..-.■, 

• ■ 

Lint jtfefk* Comforter df the Af- 
filed, I molt humbly petition, 
his Grief and £his Joy, thai I 
be tender and companionate in 
Sorrows and Misfortunes of my 
ghbotkr, that 1 may partake fatty 
he Dolours aqd Merits of the 
Ted Virgin, ftanding under the 
ry. Croft of her bleeding Son, to 
End my Saviour may be a clear 
tit to me in walking the narrow 
y by a holy Life, . towards the 
tifical Vifion of my God, and a 
rious Relurredioiu Thro' th4 
e Lord Jeius Cbrift, &c. 
Our Fathtr. Hail M*ri. 



v- - *-i< 6 i, c I0 
"ypttferuting 

Tfie6u;„g doB11 
. «* Approa 

JJO'Y St. y^t 
o»»;J»olH>i.mM» 



r. That I may, by your Intercef- 
1 experience theunfpeakable Joy 
trampling on and keeping under 
)t the defornfd Idols of inordi- 
e Paflions and vain fordid Plea- 
ds, fa much courted- and ad^r*tf 
the vicious World* Thro 9 6*r 

rd Jefus Chrifttikc* V . - \ /> 

Our Father, fitdil JkUry* 



• i 



. » -• 



<. ■■ 



7%e Sixth poliur. 



j * . 



e Fear St.Jojeph had at his coming 
rom Egypt hearing that Arcbd*u*i 

;nU ■■";■■■ 

■ ■ 

The Sixth Joy. 

lers from Heaven by an Angel, 
To return Home with jefus and, 
is bleflcd Mother. 



K 2 



The 



I . ■ ■ 

JyufSt, Jbfeph. t49 
Hafrnnefi. Thro T oar Lord Jtfm 

Th* Stvtttih Dolour. 

St. ?«ftft looking ?'/«" at twelve 
- YoarsofAg^whenrctxtrniogfrom 

iBtrufiim* 






1 w» wvwmu J*J* •■■■»■; 

» ■ . . . • 

His lading >/kj in the T*mple> fit* 
ing amongft the Dodors, who 
were aftosiik'd at his Wifdom* ^ 

SAint 7»/fy&, my powcrfal Adro- 
cate, who in the lofing and find- 
ing of 7#/w, experiene'd the two 

K 3 lx» 



tranfporting Joy •, I your unwbrtfi] 

that I may never lofe my God by 
mortal Sin, altho' it were to cnjog 
as many pleaftnt Worlds: as Omni- 
potency can create. I now fcri- 
oufly repent and wtf U*$nt, goring 

the Rtm^iMtX MwiUft*Mt ha- 
ving fo frequently p4tt<tfv<WP?n~- 
cern'd with divine Grace. I having 
nothing worthy of Acceptance t<* 
atone for my C^ioiesSad pay oflr 
my Debt* I offer the Merits of my 
Redeemer, whichhe ^raadfc nff 
own, and you glotioofciiofter-^ather 

of J 'fa* offtr me bUthtfiaforrfiiid 
Dolours and Joys, that by worthy 
Fruits of Penance^ I may fcek my 
Creator forrowing^and after a happy 
Death, adore him in the Heavenly 
M*ruf*Um % Athene to enjoy whatf {Jjj* 

->;:- -Heart 

■ 1 » . i . , . * f ' w .. ** 

.. »■ tf 

■ • ■ ^ i - l 



Joys of Si Jofeph. 3 

Heart of Man has not concei 
Thro* our Lord Jefus Chrift, &c. 

Our Fdthtr. Hdil M*rj+ 
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•-ttfiftS 
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Ml 



E I & 8 T 




"^l'4| 



' > IM- *■ 



, VI i .. v> ^ 



x>n fome Paitage?, 6f the Life 
of St. ]ofej>h t which ihay : ierye 
through his Oftave, or at other 
times. '\\. •:.... 



*■■■» 



i > 



Meditation I. 

the Salification^ Birth amt 
Name of Jofeph. 

The Preparatory Praytr. 

r ... , ■ 

leg humbly of God, that your 
inory, Underftanding and Willc 
f be employ'd to his greater Ho* 
t and Glory, ia this mental 

yer.. • • w-.'. : : . ■? 



K * 



r«^ 




F*Mrf»« 



13$ Meditations on 

Difference, wherewkh Men ; 

iitfakY u " » D,ilv rV ,• • I *<J Jc 

40j".i J J£ 10 t'JVIifXJi'i'i t'-gUO'Iii. 

Second Prelude, •c^r.i; 

***1tefr Light to ftc-thc- Vaniq 
the World, and Grace toi fief 

it. ^ K i T a r j r ' Iv; 






Cw/Wer.npHat St. 7#/*jf*» was 
.ijtv aify'd in his Motl 

Womb. CtrfmStrm. de nativit I 
"Mntt'iA OhtSio '€ortii*nti*nft. I 
>tArt. ■Afitht.^. Ub. x, tOffi 
-Hktrftpwtmtmiytto&iud* fTkh 
' f*f* M*£*lfem) Wiag dfcflga'd 

a higher Station than, thatofc S. 



both were Saints "before the^, Bjrthv 
Admire and love the Parity of this 
holy Infant-, Hi*i*$oqK'was more 
charming by fandifying Grace, than 
alb; the «qlebrat?d : ; EtfCfs » of tb« 
Wodd»o«-'-Wc may. truly fay, Oh 
beautiful, • St. Jtftpb !: \ M*ty r*j$ici4 

in ywr <Jtf/*Hvity ? both Angels and 
cxpe&iogiSofllsia Z^tyyou being 
bora^twfoc*; was to ^ he.tbe. lawful VM 
ther to tie Along ptaomis*d Afrfli*** 
Spralfc 16\ the Mother b& Ood> Go- 
vemoujnof J e fiui .and; ftf after of 
the facttd Family, -yoaapptered like 
a t:ldar; dawning of the Day; ufhering 
in tUd glorious. Son ol i ^ftice. I 
Congratulate with youv for .your ear- ' 
ly Sandtifiqation, and h gWe thank? 
to; my God fociitbc Prerogatives 
defiga'd you froxn>;fatlo£teriiity«. I 
talor GAmpIacencje* that you are 
rais'd fo high abort*, other Saints, 
and ; 'twf H be a Satisfafiton, if fo 
infigfciicant a Creature! as mij: 

K 6 S£& 
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teittiions o» 



I Hoaoon ' *** s Promote 

» 3J£ « is? "^ 



St. JofephV Lift. c$? 

1: commanded in Purple, wha 
led fptandidly every Day (Su 
\t itf.> tiiting under a (lately 
iopy f and . ador'd by his flat- 
Qg Parafites* was To intoxicated 
h Pride, that he doted on ; his 
i Mifery, in that mift&ken flpu- 
ing State, he was odious to his 
ator, contemptible to the An- 
>, and not with (land ing hi; fune*> 

Pomp* the $tn*f God % ,wrote 
dreadful Epitaph, Buried in Hell ! 
lit the Rich Poor Man fainting 
lis Gate;, for uraot of caft away 
ms, and pamper'd Dogs licking 
Ulcere was waited on by An-> 
, to take his Place among ft 

Urcbs^r$fhets and Kings: O the 

uy and Riches of holy Poverty/ 
he dangerous Circomftances of 
e who receive more temporal 
3urs than others, which will 
er their Judgement more ter- 
\ for ^bus'd Bouaties. Lord open 
Eyes to f(?e and contemn the 
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frothy Pomp of the World. 
me a found Judgement to an 
lue my felf. Create ia clean 
in me* removing that wfcteii h 
has been hardened} by the Id 
fiohjoT St Jt/ipH corre& my 
and fttipid Thoughts, that I i 
tj and pray for *tnfortunat< 
tals, whb look hoc forward 
fider, Wfiat it is to& buried 
from whence there is ha R 

tion or Return. 

• ■ . 

POINT HI. 

• 

GwijW*r.HpHE Signification 
jL Name of Jofep 
efncreafe. No fooner did he at 
%Jk of petfeft Reafon than 
inflam'd with the Love of G 
feeing St. Mary Magdalen d 
made a Vow of perpetual V 
at ten Years of Age, probal 
Angelical Patriarch offer'dt 
JtimakAc Treafure^ at a mor 



SfcjQfephVLi/*. rjp 

r. He encreas'd fa fervorctofly 
J mannerrf&oihetjheroical Ver- 
, as to deferve afterwards the 
ndThvdqfe fas .many D$8U>r*are 
)pinioaO M all : fa*cd, Sptilf \a 

ten, HalrGodllblufhaiKUm 
EbuAded j it font pure, Jtafeiic£, 
ring baick.flii the blacfc:Sihs)ttf 
, depraredl 7 Yorith. trvowin to 
c abus'd.the firfi: Rays of Rerffori, 
turning! intof t£e broad iWayidt 
; Worlds ;j rily.firfl: Leffoas"*weM 
(tody inyu 6aithfa&ion$ to? be e- 
rra'd, iiid, * rtttf itiad after the ei> 
g* Multitude. .As I enqreas'dlifc 
in my Crhne^encreasM, now.be- 
-fenfibleiofiall worldly ;FoBy, I 
licently tettnrn. Receire ine at 
: eleventh! Hour, you, who h|d 
m pa (Ron of the good Thief, when 
idy to expire upon the Crofs. 



« 
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' -'■<-• » # 

BLeflfed Saint. TWSpfr, f afl £ 
In -your Mother's » Womb 
/born with the Joy Jbf 'Men aw! 
gels, mike powerful Interceffio 
me, that my pious Refbhitions 
not prove abortive/ That I ma 
•born to an interiour and fph 
Life. That I may have fuch an 
'creafe of San&ity, fuch' an al 
■Lore for Purity, fuch abje&Thot 
•of my own Vileneft, fo cle; 
^Light to view worldly* Great 
-which is Vanity of Vanities^ as t\ 
der value all things which deferv< 
:theCharafter of true Wifdom, 
jgtavehiy Vertue. Thro' our 1 
JefmChrifl. 



•1 . 



ME 



St. JofephV Lift. ±6 1 



.*> * 



Me d it at 1 6^ II* 



<• . '• -v 



§f tht humblt Culling of St. Jofeph. 

. . .ii .\> . 1 1 . : • .' • • , . ) 

rfce Pfrpdrktorj Pr/yin, as iathe fof# 
mcr Meditation. ^ 



• l • I - . 4 



Krftffeludi 

Imagin your felf at Naz.4reth % be* 
riding St. y^fc a comely Youth, 
xrcifing the laborious Trade of * 
arpenten 

* # 

Second Prelude* 

Beg of Almighty God to inftrud 
», how in your prefent State o~f 
fe, yon may attain true Per- 
aion. 



*QISIT, 



&X. 



bat 

i 

t 

< 

Ir*. 
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K «... I i /, ■. ir :t 1 
Cnfidtr TTOW Divine Providence 

of Royal Extraftion,lhouId be tnrin ** 
op in the bnpible Exercifeof Ti CM' l-i 
pen ten 1. Not only for his,perfo- 1 . 
nal Maintenance, but that this cos* 
temptible Calling, might balance 
the future Dignities, that were to 
be conferr'd upon him, and to re- 
femble the bpiuble £ife of the AUfc 
/!au 2. That he might ;d*clu£ £{ 
Idlenefs, fo dangerous to his vonrVl ]L g 
Chaftity. 3. That He might be a r 
Pattern to Men living in the World, r 
how they might be much in God's I* 
Favour. 4. That by the Labour of w 
bis Hands he- might be enabled 
to beftow the n obi eft Charity in fop* 
porting the Son of God and his lip* 
maculate Mother. My Soul / upon 
all Occafions re Joyce in divine Ap- I 
pointnifatS) and take full Notice, \ 




St. Jofeph'j £#>. i6j 

olid Perfection is not confin'd 
: folittry Celjs ^f Nitria. An 
ardcd Artifan^has^akea Place 
ory, of all the rigid Ancho- 

Whoever fervwthfe God 
faithfbUy, afld loves him more 
■oufly; thatf «he fiieftt \Reduie* 
ate a m6ra4e$iehd£iic Grown.- 
:e that yotfr Gteator *ncobra~ 
ihd entertain* impartially /all 
a;y;arits* acfcftrdUhg to their Me- 
>y Co-opetatibtt with his Grace, 
ratuiate with St; fyfohtof'ht- 
> great * Iftroarite of Heavien. 

a ftrift Account of your felf f 
time is employed from Morn- 
11 Evenings ponder whatsis a* 
and refohre upon Regulation, 
ie Intercetfion of St. Jofifh. 



POINT 
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\ 1 



9 






w 



* 0,J NT IL 

fyftjuler. nplH AT among* 

X- 1 Motives, dftern 
£t. Jofifh to exercife this O 
Was the Love of Hiioutity and 
tification. He had fo (leaf a F 
ledge of God's Greatnefs, tfc 
thought he could . not defcen 

low- O my ..Soul / what difi 

Ideas faav« you of divine Ms 
and divine Juftice, . You neithe 
your Creator as a Father, noi 
your Redeemer, as a Judge. 
*f*ftfh had Utile to fatisfy for 
fie would offer A&s of Sypere 
tion 9 whilft I Hand upon 1 
with God, Hoping at ftrift 
gation j and alas / too often t 
grefs againft indifpenfable < 

Sandments. Refled likewife a 
lfc Notion of Worldlings con 
ing Mortification i they cone 



St. JofephV lift, \6$ 

that voluntary Sufferings appertain 
:o fuch jyho haye r^nonnc'd the 
World, and live in Convents, as if 
Ji$ Sinner dffery'd not.greatejr Pu- 
llflimcnt than tti£ Saint.- Pbndtr 
low often yofy Ijave heirioufiy injpr'd 
Sod, vphilft perhaps the mottify'd 
teli^ious never loft Baptifmal Grace. 
Take up the jCrpfs in time, mortify 
our felf « tp fatiify for fjaft Tret 
iafles. B? liberal to God if you ex- 
>c& extraordinary Lights and Im* 
miles. Be careful ty a Guard 1 over 
he Senfes, to nriferve a pure Inter 
ionr. 9ej5 by Si. Jofifh'% IntereeP 
ion, that you may not difpleafeGod 
emally, even by the Caft of an Ey^, 
f a kfi pd^injg Jeft. ; 



, i -. . r 

ii : l . . : 

' '•'■'.,•...> 

POINT 

" ■ ■ i • 

■ ■ ■ 

! ■ ■ ' 




i6$ Mfditati6ttf\0» 

POINT :;pt. 

CenJ&r. TJTOW St^JiftpVs 
... XX ■ frl Life ana act 

97*4 With Parity of Jnte atii 
reding all his Thoughts and \ 
performing all his Anions 1 
greater Glory of God. Thi 
Sice prepar'd him for the -ft 
tins, diftinguifhing him from 
Mortals. Right Intention c 
to reward what, in, It \ftlf is i 
rent, as being not cbmmandi 
prohibited, it gives S'ta'ndardV 
to the meaneft of bur Anions, 
ranees a Traafure to attend 
taking Leave of the World, 
a fort of continual Prayer. L 
the irrecoverable Lofs of many 
ons, not being meritorious, f 
Defed of pare Intention. Y 
ver wanted rain and malicious 
tions obeying the Saggeftions 



c fqtbre^ amIWthcr joWE&t 
* or SWert itialcQ fch Oflfeifa& 










Th$ Colloquy. 

3Mnipotent Creator] whofc un- 
erring Providence, adds Joy 
ery Moment to the Angels in 
eaven, and to Saints upon Earth, 
mod: humbly beg by the Intercef- 
>n of St. Jofiphj that I may chear- 
IJy acquiefce, and rejoice in every 
ing that comes from your Father- 
Hand. That I may be vigorous 
executing your divine Will, and 
orify you in my prefent State. 

Gttat 



^X 



1 6$ MeditafiO/tsoq 
Grant mc the true Spirit i 
ficatiou, to ftibdue my 
I'aflioiis, to Utisfjl for 
priil, and to be « Preferval 
future Danger^ Graot, 
Purity of Intention, the c 
my. Anions may be acce 
you, as the two little M 
of the poor Widow, thn 
the Treafary of the Temp 
oar Lord J*f*t ChrXi t Cc« 
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■ 

M\ D.ITAXI O N lit. 

-Qf-tke May ri kge of S. Jofeph. 

... I : 

The Pr*p*r4t*ry Prayer. *A« in the 
firft Meditation. 



i » 



Firft Tftludt. ' 

Imagin yonr felf to be in the 
Temple or Hierufaleptj when the 
High Prieft gave to Jofeph the lm- 
jnaculate Virgin Mary, How the 
patriarch clppusM her, by putting 
a Riqg upon her Finger, with other 
Ceremonies according to the writ- 
ten Law, in token that he made her 
Partaker of all .his Goods, and 
took her info his Prote&ion. 



SfCQtti 



*7° 
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Second Tretude. 

.Beg Light to underftarid i 
fteries of this Matrimoi 
Grace to reap Fruit from th 



POINT I. 

Conjider. HplHofe Words of 

1 Houfe and Rt 

given by Parents^ but, property 

dent Wife is given by our Lord. 

19.14* This Seat of Wif dot 

great a Bleffing to St. l Jbfi 
lie might truly fay 1 , attgoc 
Sftme with her Sap. 7. I \. $he 

a plentiful Portion for his in 
in all 1 "manner, of Vertues.jC 
fifted perfonally at the Ma: 
Cana of Galilee, and we may 
plate, what a Bleffing was 
ojxWe mutual ContraSt ol 
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; to become the Mother rfGoi. 
i trim whom the fccond Perfon of 

Bleffed Trinity was to obey* 
is was the moft honourable Mar* 
je (*d Heh. 13.) fince the Creati- 

and with a copious Infufion of 
r ine Grace, God jejffd them. St. 
\th. 19. i5. Ponder likewife how 

Merits of St. Jofeph promoted 
1 to this Dignity, For agoodSponfi 
iven a M*n for his good A&ions. 
:lef. 25. 3. Study to pleafe your 
ator, by Purity of Intention, in 
ofing a State of Life. Eadca- 
ir to be much in God's Favour by 
d Works. If you have Faith to 
love Mountains, it avails no* 
ag without Charity. The Devils 
ieve and tremble ; they made a 
feffion that Cbrifi was the Son of 
I (St.MttS.) yet remained damn'd 
rits. Such as live not up to their 
ief, have the Fdith of Devils ^ not of 
'files. St. Aug. ferm. 38. de temp. 

□ear the Sins axvd Scn&ai& *& 



th « if it is yoor C 
'.married State, y„ 
nrh your Contort, to 
»»d Union, ,o '." 
■°<1 Mifunderftand 
■n.ake one ci.il Bod 
mtuc Chriflians, ha. 
, •» W. u>« ' on a r 

W<<toCWir>di 
<?•■ the Lore of it, W d 
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POINT II. 



fiitr. A Lmighty God wa* 
jfjL plcafcd to acquaint 
World in thcfc two noble 
(bns, with the Dignity of Virgi* 
h and Value of Vows. They 
h'hadjpnfecratfd their Vitfgini* 
to their Creator, and one was 
fen to be «Mbther, the other 
il Father to the Son of God. 
neftimable Tredfiifc of Cbaftity, 
% renders mortal Men, like to 
gels. Unfpotted Virgins, ling 
iticles before the Throne of God* 
uliar to themfelves. (sipoc.14. 3 ) 
ey attend the Omnipotent Son of 
f, pherever ho goes. The Religi- 

of both Sexes, who profefs and 
erve this Evangelical Coanfel, 
ybecaJPd Sons andI)ra^oftsx\di» 
y and 'Jofifh. O VitfjLa !A&\kvc N 

L * ° 
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O Virgin Spoufe ! beg and oi 

me, chaft Difpofitions and 

Refleft whether 'Edificati- 

Modefty appear in your G 

turn, if not, reform. Det 

Company of fuch Perfons wl 

indire&ly call one Words 

to Levity. Fling afide or 

burn Books which recount 1 

cefles of pafllonate Love t 

tares. Irregular Suggeltioi 

from the Memory to the 

ftanding, and fo to the W 

move the Fewel to prevei 

Fire. Lament Failings oi 

Kind foever, againft this Ac 

Vertuc. 



PC 
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POINT III. 

ConJUfT. C* Aint Jofepk provided for 
\3 the blefied Virgin^ and 
took her into his Protection. Yoa 
alio promote her Honour with 
thofe under your Charge. Suffer 
hot any one to fpeak with lefs Re- 
fped of her, or her glorious Sponfe. 
Avoid the Con ver fat ion of thole 
who leflen Devotion to thefe 
great Souls* Have a filial Con- 
fidence in their Protection and con- 
gratulate with your felf, for being 
lb happy as to be devoted tb therm 
Refolve to pra&ife fomething in 
both their Honours. Do not be 
fo grofly miflraken, as to think e- 
ternal Happinefs mutt colt you no- 
thing. Strip your felf of former 
Fancies, and loath what yoa hi- 
therto have admired. Look up to- 



^X^ 
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ward Heaven, begin to overco 
what you vainly fear ? di He 
ftronger who ftretches oat 
Hand to fave you, than he t 
Keeps you back in Thraldom. 



The Colloquy. 

OMnipotent God ! at w! 
Command every Tree ] 
duc'd Fruit in his Kind (Gen. 1. 
Grant me by the Interceflion of 
noble Virgin-pair, that I may ( 
you faithfully in the Station 
have plac'd me. I firmly bel 
every Title you have reveal'd, 
help my Incredulity, leaft 1 
in the unfortunate Numbe: 
fooliQi Virgins who carried Ls 
without OyL Ajfift me with 
powerful Grice, that I *\* 
4$ I prbfefs 5 that Ima^^ 
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ritable and chaft, and not ftand 
the barren Fig-tree, and be 

rel for eternal Flames. Thro* 
infinite Merits of J'fw my. 

iour. Am*n. 



MEPJ- 



Of St, JofephV j< 

the bUffed Virg 
S/. Elizabeth. 

The Preparatory Prayei 

former Meditations. 



FirSi Prtludt 
th Im . a #* your felf a, 

the M»/n»;r \t: 



r* • 
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Second Pnlndi. 



.. ' 



Beg Grace to be charitable to 
rour ; Neigfibour, to fliim Detraction 
tnd raflr Judgmerity and £0 <be de*> 
r oted to the bleffcd Virgin. •', 

: i • ■ • 1 «■» ••.•'■ 

. PQjUT, I- 



: t » 



Tntfikr* T TOW Tome Months af- 
' XI ter. Sfc JofepPs E- 
poufols, And a* few days after the 
Lngel < had declared to the blcfled 
%gin the! Myftery of the Incarna- 
f^r, and likewifc that her Coufia 
t. Elizafrth was fix Months gone 
nth Child, Ihe humbly defined leave 
f St. Jofejh to vifit her, but he oat 
f tender Affe&ioa would not fuffer 
er to go, without his perfonal 
aking Gate of her in that Journey. 
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O admirable Charity ! O profound 
Humility / take hold of all Oppor* 
tunities of comforting and fuccour- 
ing your Neighbour. If you more , 
in a higher Sphere above otbtov 
reflect that to whom much is given 
much will be required of him. Co* 
defcend to inferiours : The Mother 
of God, prevented by a Vifit the 
Mother of the Precursor. Who if 
the blefled Virgin/ and who am 1? 
My Pride is unexcufable. O my 
Soul ! ftudy to be dead ta alT W 
nities, to beware of Diabolical Ilia* 
lions, fuggefting that fuch and fech 
Pra&ices, become Men of Honour. 
Lord give me your holy Love, and 1 
am happy enough to pity wicked 
Monarchs, even the molt flouriflring 
ones of the Univerfe, 



POINT 
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» • •'! POINT II. 

tonfibr* T^HE many Bleflings thai 
L ■....-.. X came fcy i/*ry. At her 
Brft Salutation St, Jobhyas fan&i- 
fird^ be leapM for Joy m his Mo- 
wer's Womb. St. Eliiuibtth was re- 
plenifh'd with the ^ Hojy Ghoft, .and 
prbphecy'd, magnifying her pater- 
nity, calling her, the SUJJid ofWimen^ 
admiring her ftupendious Humility 
that being Mother •( tfa t>ord y (ne 
fcould coqie to her. O my tepid 
Soul A Learn to exult with Jojr ajfc 
the receiving of thy Saviour in the 
lioly Euchanft, maike due Preparaiti- f 
bns, by a ferious and fincere Coa- 
feflion, humbly beg that the Inter- 
ception of Mary may be a Means to 
procure thy Saridincatioh , for by 
her God distributes his Favours; Re- 
prefent to her thy tfeceflities, and 
and beg an Alms of her. Refled al- 
io that if fuch Wonders ha^^aM 

./ 7 " "'At"'"" "* 
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at the firft hearing the Voice of the 
blefled Virgin, to What a Degree of 
San&ity rauft St. Joftfb arrive, who 
convers'd with her thirty Years ? tf 
fhe obtains Favours for notorious 
Sinners, that by her Prayers they 
return to the Friendflup of God, and 
are beautify 'd with fanftifyingGrace, 
'tis beyond our Reach to compre- 
hend what a Fund of all Vertueslhe 
jrocur'd for her Dear S. Jofeph. Cpn- 
template how bappy was the Mid, 
who bad *g«>dSpots/i (Ecclef. 26. I.) 
fcrpaffing the Exellency of the high- 
eft Seraphic and what a Proficient 
he was in all Perfe&ion, by her 
daily Preience, and heavenly Dif- 
coarfe. 

P O I N T lit 

Cotffider. T TOW the fublime Vcf- 

Xx tue of St. Jofipb was 

*Mry'd, when after his Stay in Z*cb*- 

r?$ jHoufc, at his Rttuxa Home he 
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iderftood that' his Immaculate 
poaCb was with Child. What (harp 
on$ds pafs'd then betwixt a pure 
onfeience and chaft Affefiions? 
[e pot the molt favourable Con* 
rudion upon the Occafion of his 
staring Afflidioa. He call'd ta 
find and revolv'd her unparallel'd 
lodefty and Chaftity, therefore 
ould proceed cantioufly, and not 
i with Severity* i He. knew tb$ 
mg promis'd Mfffw was to bo 
*rn of a Virgin, and ^ hy might 
at (he be that, happy Creature?, 
earn to excufc the (earning Fauks 
f others, and if an unbecoming Afln 
1 (hews feveral Faces, look upon 
ie leaffc deform'd ; excufc the Iih 
rntion, conclude U accidental, and 
ar you would have done worfe,in 
ie. like Circumftances. Bewail *Q 
a(hae(s in ceo Turing your Neigh- 
our. Ponder alfo St. J*f*ph y s Zeal 
>r the Law of God, which he in fi- 
nely preferred, as the chief Ob- 

M I Y^ 



I 
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jcft of his Love, above whatfoeiti- I 
was under Heaven- My Sool ! D* J 
fpife what's tranfitory Handing in 1 
Competition with divine Precepts, 1 
>refer not again the Villain- B*rd* I 
ms before thy God. Yft the P*fW- 1 
strch refoVd xodifmifsherffUrtdh I 
that (he might rot fofter in her Re- 
putation, and be fton'd as an Add- 
trefs. Be you tender and compani- 
onate in the Failings of others ', al- 
tho > they are Matter of Fad, pre? 
vent the fpreading of them, girt 
a Check to fuph Difcourfes. Confi- 
der like wife, how divine Goodncft 
afforded Comfort, when human 1 
Means gave no Relief. An Angel 
is difpatch'd to acquaint him with 
the Myftery. O what tranfeendanf 
Joy after piercing Grief ! Learn to 
cxpeft the divine Pleafure with fet- 
tled Refignation. Trult in the Good- 
nefs of your God, accufe your felf of 
former Diffidence. ' Congratulate 

with 
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h the blefled Virgia gad St. jofifh 
their maroal Joy. - ; 

' 1 

Tht Collequy. 

10/; <?**/? ! My God of alTOM*- 
fort' If yoh fee it exj^dient, 

the greater Security, of toy; -Stal- 
ion,i?hat I bt t6t&d z ^k^T*i l 
ationf, permit the not t# ! !fiikvin~ 
te Power / bfcar ine up, ybti kftovf 

Wcaknefs. : Favour tee ' with 
b Graces; that I may be compaf- 
late towards my Neighbour, go* 
ning my felf by the Spirit of Le- 
jrand Charity, as if the Cafe were 
own. I deplore my cenforions 
mper, and I refolve to ftand upon 

Guard. 'Tis a Mercy you have 
me fee my Wickednefs. I ren* 

you Thanks for the Dcfires of 
piling better, and for not being 
rfe than I am; but bec^ufe of my 
: I am no more able to keep a 

M 3 good 



UH^klWhaM 




1 88 Meditations on 



Second Vrtlvdt. 

Beg Grace to profit by St. % : 
fcftfs Contemplations, in thefc Mp 
ftcrics. 



P O I N T r. 



H 



rfs Houfe, wasoblig'd to undertake ; 
a Winter Journey to be enroll'd at 
Bttbkhem with his Sfpufa in Cqmi ... 
pliance to Augustus Cd/kr^s Edift. Hi . 
chcarfully obey'd, fo ought you to 4<E 
towards thofe who have commas 
over you, even in difficult Macte^ 
What pious Difcourfes had he ' qi 
the Roqd for thirty Miles, witht>§; 
'Virgin SpoufilBe patiently endu*'* 1 
the Inconveniences in travelling, bj 
many more at fiuding no Place ty 



JcyrofS. Jofcph. if §7 

Meditation V. 

Of St. Jdfcph'i Vertuesy exercised 
dt the Birth, Circumcifion and 
PrtfentAtion of Jefus in the 
Temple. , 



/ ■. t* 



The Trtfaratory Prayer.. As in the 

former Meditations. 



■• r 



Firit Prtlude. 

a ■ 

Imagin yoar felf with the i>Iefled 
Virgin and St. Joftph in a rainrat 
Stable at Btthkm^ where Chrifi was 
corn, and laid in a Manger betwixfc 
an Ox and an Aft. How afterward* 
St. ]ofefh circnmcis'd him, and gave 
jbim the holy Name of J*fiu. Laftly 
fcow he prefented the Son of God in 
the Temple, where he was met by 
and Ann*. 

M 4 Stw*4 
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Son of God vrould be born in % 
(evere Cifcnmftances, hechofep 
he loved. Be yon vile in your 
Ityes, cat off Superfluities by fl 
tification. Beg that violent Fpt 
may freet, fbat yon may be a d 
ling place for Chriff. TheB.^ 
and St. 7*fipk> being rapt in Pr; 
And Contemplation , the Inm 
Son of God) was born accordinj 
the Flefli. He wept upon the 
Ground* and Jofopb joyn'd with 
Tears of Fatherly Tendci-neft 
every Infant cry , he fent H< 
breaking Sighs to Heaven, and 
ftrate before him, honoar'd him 
heroical Ad*, of Faith like his, 
faid afterwards, Thou art - Chrih 
$m of tin living God. He adore 
Ssviout, he thanked him for bis 
menfcGoodnefi* Ton imitate t 
and the like Ads. Lament 
your Sins were the Occafion of 
JLord f $ weeping in a Manger. 
RtSt what Joy fuecccdcd* when 
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Crib rcfembled Paradife. Quires of 
Angels fang Gtory to thtir Ged, the 
Shepherds adot'd, the three &*£* in 
aft humble Poftore offibrM rich Pre* 
*nts to their Almighty Sovereign. 
Do you alfojoia with thfc heavenly 
Spirits, rendring Thank* tor inputte* 
rable Favours, which yon may call 
to mind one b v one. Oflfrr your Me- 
mory, Understanding and Will to 
Mm who gave you them, peg bj| 
St ##/*/tfs IntercefcoAy that yoii 
Hiay adore God upon Earth With aa 
andefilcd Confcieace, and eternally 
m Heavenly Glory • 



1 1 1 
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POINT D. 

■•*"■■ ■' . ■. ■' : fi- 

CuijUir. QAiflt Jofip&*< 
\ C3 to the kaw, in xircum* 

cifing his Saviour, who was Exempt 
from ity yet would bear ! the? Bbdg? 
of Original Sin iho? unbapible of 
coramittiiig < any. Ybtt eaitfc your 

M (5 WfiL 
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felf criminally from a Perfq 
of the divine Xaw, and ftudy 
pear a Saiat, whttft you aire 

veteratc; Sjnacr- Examin* 
detefe Pride the Sparer o! a] 

Jtfirfk .. Humility coufouod! 

Hwftnefs, Rcflcft: how St. r : 
Heart. WMjWouaded. with Gr 
faiie he few the, Bipod of Chi 
the jpiAQOtiQciag, the Namej 
he felfc upog his Knees, t\ 
OpirespffAijigeJs proftrawd, 
HeO trembled^ that 2Same ; -fe 
confoy q4 fheir infiiltiag qy 
tive Souls. Give .Tear£ of ;Q 
dioa to him, who redeemed y< 
Streams of Blood. Take n 
the Narae-tf tfie Lbrid yotfr 
vain, which is Holy and Tcrril 
fifier anyOmider jour. Cfifftn 
fpeak: ' -that . .Xatoguiage 6*f » 
What lies ; in <ytrar Power -coi 
thi. Salvation dflotbers. $iq 
defended fironl Heaven, to J 
id ^nkind^do yw coadeJS 
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what may be inftrumental in fo 
glorious a Work. 



P OINT III. 



c 



Confidtr* iTITHat Saint Lake ire-; 



cords c*j>. 2. HUE** 
tb*r (fo the Evahgelift ftiles St. >- 
ftf h) dnd Mother mrt mtrvelling *t 
whJt'wds f did if kirn. Th*y : Wfcrtf in 
Extafies, hearing- the Prophecies of 
$tm$om and Ann*. ThcymarvaiVtt 
that God.fo Itakd the World ^'ms r»Wiw 

bit only htmun Son, They adtfjfrfed* 
the Infinite GoMnefs of Chrifc doft- 
tcmplating is him the bouridlcfs and 
bottrtmlefs Ocean, as it were, be- 
come a Drop, and the whole fiery 
Sphere a little Spark. They were 
pftonifli'd fthati he who created the 
Univerfe with, a- few jW'^v .wa$ -td> 
be redeem'd with a Pair of Turtles. 
They offer'd him to the eternal 



V. 



mv: 



1 94 MeditMtkw Q* 

Father, and to complett this ii 
mablc Purchafe, gave what was re- 
quir'd by the Law of Moyfis. My 
poor Soul / joyn with them in Ad- 
miration, marvel that Ghrift (hould 
love you, an ungrateful Worm, fo 
ardently, as to weep for you, ^to 
bleed for you. Admire his divine 
Patience, in not punifbbg your mi* 
nifold Crimes, whereas many havtt 
been cut off in the Fkttrer of their 
Youth, and fent. to bum eternally 
in Hell, for Sins not coining tip 
to the Number of Yotars. Stand 
confounded, reproach your felf, and 
having fo frequently ibid ye*** 
Lord, like treacherous Judas, &jj 
petty Intereft or fordid. Palfions, re* 
joice that he has fanlbm'd you, and 
gives you Grace to purchafe bis Fa- 
vour by Newnefs of Life, refembling 
the Simplicity of the Dove. 







Sf . Jofeph'/ £$*> 
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OMy Infant God! how 
may it be faid of me, 

hds known his Owner ^ and t 
the Mmgtr of his Lord ( IH 
But I hare not known you. 
mire your Love and Cha; 
admire my Tepidity and Stuj 
Ancient Goodnefs, I come 1 
love yoji« Alt ho' at the el< 
Hour, bellow on me the pr 
Penny, be to me a Jefits i an 
who both fed and bled for m 
fortunes, let me partake of it 
terfil Charity. Grant by t\ 
terceffion of St- Jofcph, tha 
Purpofes may be perfeded by 
rous Execution. I alfo bej 
when I entertain you in the 
blefTed Sacrament, I may 1 
vour'd with fiicVi &£&&&&& t 



■ i 
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doration, Love and ThankfgmngJ 
as St. Joftfh experience when he 
took you back into his Arms 
from Simeon , to reftorc you , to 
your bleiTed; Mother..; jimerr 



■1 



■ . i 



MED I- 
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Meditation VL 

Of the Flight into Egypt, retu 
' "frbtii thence', and df the lofs 
]z£xiSy<ihd finding in the Tempi 



w r . t / « t 

Prepdrttory Prtyer, A9 in tl 

- i fofmfcr M^dUatjoas* 

-..■'■»■* Fir&Prtlttdtr } -\ /V 



i « ■» 

i . ■ ■ ■ 



Imagin yout Tctf travelling wtl 
that blfeffed Company, iff iff teid 
oos a Jouraey, and a rigid; Seafoi 
7*/*/ not being tnr year OW(Af4 
Jenttvsin Mmh. &^ii) rcfa&ho 

they fpcnt their time for fcVtfi 
Years, at HelhfoHf^whlclA. i* int*i 
preted the City of the Sun. }tf w a 
ter their return to P'Mtftim % the 
went to adore in Jerufdlem, whet 
Jtfus was loft, and found in tl 
Temple, fitting amon^ft the Oc 
-for*. - j • ^- - 4 ■* * ^w 




a 
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Second Trclud*. 

Beg Light, and Grace to pra&ife 
fach Vertues, as S. Jofepb excrcifd 
both in E&ypty and Judta. 

POINT I. 

* 

Confido r f T X7H B N S. 3^M «- 

VY ceav'd the Command, 

jtrifa take tht Child , mid bis Mo~ 
thtrjmd fly into Egyft^ he obey'd that 
fame Moment. He quitted Hope, 
Country, Conveniences , to live a- 
mongft perverfe Idolaters, who ha- 
ted the Hebrews. He travell'd thro' 
Deferts, - wanting fometimes Necefr 
fades, paffing from Mountain to 
Valley , to find a little Spring to 
tefreih the fainting Family. The 
love of Jofas made all things eafily to 
him. O my difobedient Soul ! How 
often has God commanded me by 
cUior InfpiratioQS , Ar$fi % perform 

tb*t Ad of Vcrtuc, Fig tax &»&%*- 
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roos Company, barn that pernicious 
Book, make baft to the Throne of 
Mercy, byferioas Repentance, and 
Iflumber'd on in my habitual TepU 
dity, and flept in my Iniquities? I 
will now srife with the Prodigal Son^ 
I will make haft to my heavenly Fa- 
ther, loving , grieving, confound- 
trig my felf, and purpofing newnefs 
of Life, aad furmounting with di* 
vine Grace, all Difficulties laid in the 
way, by Men or Devils. * Pondetf 
how it pierc'd S. Jofeph Heart, t6 
fee bis God offended by tbofe pro- 
fane Idolaters. You have fo little 
Companion for other Sinners, that 
joa will not drop one Tear for you* 
own Crimes. S. jofef b took Plea* 
fbre ta be defpistt as <• vile Artifao, 
working to Support the ikcred Fa- 
mily. Your daily Study ,- i* to be 
Efteem'd, yon Court Vanity, aid 
Ann folid Glory. My Soul/ bear 
up ia bard Ufage, difown utterly 
the maxims of th* Wptid* -Ssfiifii 

• i... 



\ 
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not to be doath'd with Contempt, 
like thy Lord aod Matter. Be not 
terrifyM with an imaginary Enemy, 

and league with a Real one. 

■ 

POINT II. 

Cw/^r.npH E ftedfaft Hope, and 
1 invincible Fortitude 
of $. }*feph. His whole ' truft -wat i* 
divi oc Provideiice* He : gave jio At* 
tention to diabolical Soggeftiohs^x. 
Why to fly ? Why fo far of ? * Whyi 
at this ScaCbn,? Why into Efrfti 
Why not to |tbe three Kings? AVhoc 
would take it a* an honour to enters 
tain us, bqt to a per vcr fe : Natioa 
where we qanhdt expeft other Treat- 
jnent,* then. Affronts and ill Ufagelt 
The ; holy Patriarch was deaf to this 
L&ngpagje* he ehearfiiHy arofci'at 
Mtdqight,:/Uke great jikrdbkmjwliiii 
eouflnadded to. Sacrifice hiaiSonijfai 
«t$ notbiflg. coiled defet :bita 1 to 

more me ftcp^out of the KoacbGfrf 
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td appointed him* All the Mon« 
;rs of £gy;r iwere looked on with 
fdain and contempt, God was hit 
r oft. Be not you : coriofls * to pry 
to divine Government,, reject car- 
il Aiguments, diflfoadiug from 
hat the Almighty Commands. ■ JFir 
)or Eye on Heaven, and as Diffc 
tlties fhew themfelves, let tour 
ope encreafe. Beg by the Inter-? 
ffion of S, )*f*?h , Courage and 
efolatipg, to quit all that's dear up? 
r Earth, rathtt then difobcy the 
oice of your Qreator. Make rei 
lit A&9, that the AUltnmfclis 
wr Hop*, who wiU fend Relief in: 
it time, as: lie did to S. Jofifk by 
i Angtb, ordering the Return of 

le Sacred Family f back agaiii to 

tUjline. ? .-I 



' :■■ v; i 
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POINT HI* 

CaK/faJTpR A T every Man 
JL oblig'd to go and ¥ 
ftip Ccd y in the Temple of J*r 
Um, on the Feaft oijizims. It la! 
fcvefl Days , and alt bo* S.Ji 
might have made only his Apj 
ranee, and return to Ndz*retb y 
to fullfcl the Law; he remaind 
feven Days, taking that Opportc 
tyv tofktisfie his Devotion *by 
nonring the Eternal Ruber,, in 
own Houfe. . Yon likewife end 
vour to have in teriour Fervour ; 
Recolledion, as alio exterionr : 
verence and Modefty, at the t 
of divine Service and in prii 
Prayer. S. Jofepb was Apprehen 
in coming back to Jury ^ beca 
jtrchtlaus rt\gti&, now he Fears 
to appear in Jprufalem^ where a ci 
Prince fat tipon the Throne, bees 
thp worship of Cod was conceri 
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: you conragious in difcharging 
ur Duty , undervalue humane 
rfpefts, and what the wicked 
'orld may fay of you, by obeying 
id more than Man. Confider alio 
m CbriSk being loft , S. J*f*fh 
nght him with a forrowfbl Heart, 
; could not find him amongft his 
'ndred and Accjudintanct^ nor in 
y other place but the Tempi** If 
er you be fo unfortunate as to lofe 
ir Lord by Sin, lament bitterly, 
ive recourfe to Prayer, turn from 
reatures, do not defpond, avoid 
ccafions of Relap(e,frequent the H. 
\craments % for he is to be found in 
e T*m?le. Refled on the twofold 
iy, S. pfipb expcrienc'd at the 
;ht of \efns ; the firft, becaufe he 
id found the Cod of his Heart, 
hole profound Wifdom was admirM 
f the molt learn'd Do&ors; the 
cond in hearing the B. Virgin term 
m * ]*[**** f**»*r<> which Preroga- 
ve was tntertam'd wixh ^\xScc^ 
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and Confufion, as thinking ! 
unworthy of that glorious Tit 
]if*ph fought no.Efteem nor 1 
that's my Folly* I run after 
Shadows of Vanity, anddecli 
Glory. My Soul t Glory 
Ccofs of thy Lord ]efus Chril 
ciufe all the Angels to rejoyce 
return of the loft Sheep, tb* 
ftraying-ftlf* 

;■: Tht Colloquy* 



* - • > 



JE S V S my Maker and IV 
without whofe merciful 
ance \ walk in Darknefs and 
I moft humbly beg by the Int 
oa of S. jofepbt that you'll tea 
the direft Rode from my £j 
SUyery, the fertitude of Sk, 
which I have fo long groan' 
the Liberty of your faithful Sei 
I h/iye frequently e*pcrieoc\ 
.Gogdnefs, and. 1 know your 1 
-jti/iraft is in bqtfu 6 I Gra 

j .-I 




Sf.f ©fill's tifii- ab$ 

Conftancj to contemn the Allure- 
menfl.of the; WutW, and- to flanrt 
undaunted atafflittingTerrors. My 
4&t Xidtmer ! ihave too' often loft 
J»u, -hf f5ik«.i Jbite. willingly and 
wilfully parted with ypo* for Wfiat 
I- blulh to think on. Pity the ttn- 
fortqnate, ..you rfrho : ,came,.,» feek 
Sinners, of whom. IhaVe bpe'n the 
Ring-leader 3 ;: You are now "pleas'd 
to Blefs me, with fo true a Senfe of 
my former Trtfpafles, that I grieve 
not fo much, for the fear of Punilh- 
tnent, as for chat my Sins have of- 
fended yon, the Circle and Center of 
alt Good. I ftedfaftly purpofe by 
J*oly_ Grace to feek you ferioufly by 
the Reformation of my Life, that I 
may find>you in the Heavenly Jrn*- 
fslttHf reigning with the Father, and 
the holy Ghoii, World without end- 
Amen* 
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Mbdita'tiow VII; 

• - 

(y 5. JofephV many. years Com 
fxtton, with Jefusl *w* Marj 

"Nazareth. 

• ... 

The Preparatory prayer. As in 
former Meditations. 

Br/ Frttudf* 

Imagin your fclf to hare had 
Happincfs and Honour 9 of 
qaeotly entriag the little Houfc 
Nazareth; and complate what; 
bably was laid or done , by thi 
cred Family. 

Second Preludi. 

Beg Light and Grace, to pra 

Vcrtue , in Imitation of S. Jp 

ilvring the Courfc oft ^onr w 

Zifc. '*}* **\ 
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POINT I. 



Confider.rj^H O S E words of th6 

X Royal Prophet , with 

a Saint, yorfll become a Saint ,Pfal. 17* 

26. aad contemplate how great a 

Jroficient in Sanfitity, S- ]ofepb muft 
ave been by daily and hourly Gon« 
▼erfation for thirty Years, with thfc 
Holy of /A/**/, the So* of God. What 
lie learn'd in Jefus's School, is not 
nnderftood by the moft elevated 
Contcmplatives. S. Paul t apt into Pa* 
radifiy % Cor- 12. 4. Heard fecret 
words y not lawful for a Man to utter f 
S. joftfh was made Partaker of more 
divine Secrets, and if the faid Apo<* 
. ftle humbly glory'd, that God mad* 
him aft Minister of the new Tefiament % 

2 Cor. 3. 6. It cannot be conceiv'd, 
how S. Jofiph was qualify'd to dtf* 
charge his Doty, as legal Father to 
(he word incarnate, and real fpoufc 
to the Mother of God. The long Re* 

N 2 ckS\*S&ks*> 
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colle&ion of Paphnutiut , and tbft- 
mental - Priye'rs .of I Psamius , art 
but rough Draughts of oar Hoi* 
FifriWc ^uninterrupted Wmori wfa{ 
his Redeemer. He had Theological, 
Cardinal, and other Virtues iiirep* 
fe&ion , ondcr ft great a .MaJtiY. 
Confider each. apart, and fingleout 
fometbing for. Imitation. Beg of & 
jtffeph by the Merits of Cbrifi, and 
the love he bore to his Iftmaratiik 
Spoufe, thatheUl be your Iritesrceflbtf 
and Inftru&or of Learning the Sri* 
onco of Saints. Refleft on S. ]vfeft& 
Care and Pains, to fupport tjie \F«« 
mily, all Labour was fweet and eaty? 
undertaken for ]efus and Atmy.\ H 
you have Charge .over others; pro* 
mote God's Honour, and permit not 
that be.be offended.-, xor -wh***** 
has not Care of tbpfi tntdpr. « hint* 
efteciaily Domofiich , has ienfdtk^ 
Faith , aud is wor.fe , than an Jnfidifc 
i Tim. 5. 8. If you connive aLb* 
thers Sins, you make them yduc 0J 
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and ' although -filent'* yoa tetwne* 
an Accomplice: Afllft others irpipi- 
Ritual or temporal Keceffititf^'Mtf 
you employ! your, time like S.J6fefh % 
working; to pleafe:^/^. 



- • 1 

; * 1 



POINT II.: : M;i 

t . . . . i i *J • - » l •-«... 1 ■ l 

^fiderX~Ttt E: wbrds of Sahm^ 
' ' ■ . JL> ■■^ ,ov: 6. 27. Can *nf 
tpkti bide pre in hi. boforn , *ffi . fotf 
Gtemnt* not to] burn?. Could &.J*J 
Ap4 have the Infant) Gbd in hisA*JHS,t 
fofclofe to Mis Heart,; and not. bum 
with divine Love *, .like the higheft 
Seraphim f When the \ two Difcipie* 
travell'd towards EmmAus, and oar 
B. Saviour, rifen from his Septilcheiv 
dilcoars'd them upon the Road, tbtf 
found their Hearts -burning xvtfbid 
them , whilfi be fpkkt to them in rb* 
9*7, S. Lake a$. S< pftph was thrice 
happy in fach Difcourfe : for: manf 
Years, the Son of <?^ declared to 
him , the Interpretation of the 

N 3 ^\v\ta«» 
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Scriptufcsand Neceffity of Suffering. 
When Christ fell apon bis knees to 
Pray, )»ftfh and Mmj by bis fide, 
the Patriarch loft himfelf in Bxtafiei, 
he annihilated himfelf the prefence 
of God, how often did he tell him, 
my Lord \ you know 1 love you t joy of 
my Heart, God of my Soul ! When 
Teats of Derotion came trickling 
down his (Face. Samuel miftook the 
Voice of God, and took it for /fc/r*s, 
Joftph had certainty in hearing the 
lweet Voice of Chrifi y difcoarling 
Pcrfonally with him. O my Sooll 
Prepare the way for divine Grace fay 
fervent Prayer, and according to 
your Station,fet ethers on Fire with 
the Lore of God, and their Neigh- 
bour. Defer not the time of your 
Devotions, as if yon defign'd to 
ferve yourG-Mt «■ in the laft place,let 
bim have Preference to infignificant 
Converfation, and trifling Vifits. 
Ponder alio, that probably, accor- 
ding to the Rules of Perfection, S. 



]of*?h diftributcd the Hours of the 
Day- Some he fet out for Prayer, 
fome for pious Conferences, others 
for Work, and fo the reft according* 
to Exigencies j obferve you like wife 
Order, give good. JBram pie, which 
Influences more than Words. Mi- 
ftake not the Voice of the Enemy,, 
transforming himfelf into an Angel 
of Light. Follow lnftrudions of a 
prudent Dire&or, tvho will inform 
you , what is fuggefted by Hell and 
Self-love. 

POINT HI. 

Onfidtr.T TO W hard a matter it 
JlI i«f to jind the true 
Elevation of this refplendent Star, 
S*]ofcfk. If bright rays darted out 
from Moyfts*% Face,after forty Day* 
and forty Nights* conrerfation with 
God on Mount Sins (or as fome Do* 
&ors are of Opinion, with an Angel 
deputed by the Crac;*r) infomucfe. 
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that the Princes of the Synagogue}, 
(Jurft not draw near him, and the 
Law-giver placed a vail over IS 
fece, Exed. 34. 33. What a glori- 
ous I nter ion r had S. ]°f*ph, who con- 
vened with Cod made Man ,- fact 
lo face thirty • Years ? S. P*w/ in his 
Pefence againft the obftinate Jews, 
inftanced, how he was taught the 

Law, at the feet ef Gam*liel 3 AS. 
22. 3. S. J*/*jp£ learn'd the higftfeft 
iterfeftion of the Law from him, 
who deliver'd it to Moyfes... /Id his 
daily A&ions, he united the active 
$Qd contemplative." Lifei Tometimes 
working for Je/i*, at othertitnes fit- 
ting at the feet of Je/i*>, arid kitting 
the word. He ftood aftonifh'd to be- 
hold him, who commanded the 
World out of nothing with 'a few 
words, working at the Carpfeorteri 
Trade, and expe&ing his Orders. 
Admire divine Goodnefs, be eoa-> 
^jnonr'd with Humility. Joyn jacu- 
Nhtory Prayers to common A&oos* 

sr'i Ysata&t 
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fttfteft, that asS.]*/"^ jtoflrift'd 
thrift CorporaWy, fo Jefks nouriih'd 
fell Poftcr-Fithtr Spiritual!?, 1 who 
improv'd in ail Venues, and became 
S'ffloft accomplilh'd Sw'nf. ■■/ ?:>'-';.■ 
:■-■■ . : ■ . .■. ■,-.•.■! l;-:i 

The CiBomiy. ' > ' ! 

,:■■■ ■** 

OMnipotent God / whodefcektUd 
■frtm Httvtn to bring Firt *» the 
*mrtb f S. Luke 12. inflame my frown 
Heart, that I may imitate the Vir- 
tues of S. Jofiph. As a poor Wretch 
waits at the Gate of fome noble and 
generous Prineo t expecting an Alms, 
fo I appear before yon, wounded in 
all my Scales by Sin, and craving 
s Charity in my great Calamity. I 
grieve for what is pall, not becaufe 
I fear, but becaufe I love, nothing 
teas Acceded with me, becaufe I ne- 
ver confulted you. I made you a 
Stranger to all my Affairs, and re- 
infected them to others, who, could 
not afibrd an; Relief. I beg by the 
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■^ * » 

Intcrceffion of S. ]ef'ph> that 1 mtf 
decline evil, and do good that t 
may leave the finfut > ttack of the 
Broadway, and walk ditt&ly to- 
wards you. That I may diftnbnte 
the few remaining hoars of my (hort 
Life, to your Honour^ and attaiq- 
ing the end for whirife I was created, 
that I may Admire, Praife,/ add 
Love yon, for ever and ever. A* 
tmtu 



MfiDI- 




S^Jofeph'i JJfe. 



MlDiTAtH(MI ,, "VlH 

Of &. Jofeph'* Huffy Departure J 

The Preparatory Praytr, 33 jn the for? 
Wter. JVIWitation. "* ' 

Imagin to fee S. jsfipb upon his 
Seach Bed, our B. Saviour, and Ml 
Mother .kneeling on each fide. HoW 
hefweetly rend red' Ms Soul to God', 
wVrch was conduced by Angels tp 
JWrni^, and his Body decently ra- 
terrM. \ 

Sectnd Prrludt. 

geg Grace to lead fuch a Life, at 
to be fkvoiir'd on year death Bed, 
by the Proteftion of ?*/w, and the 
fpecial Interceffion of Mary and J*- 
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. : ;V P;CbfcNT *iii 

0»/W«r,npH AT before th( 
X tial Feaft of Ctm 
Ga&ileej S. Jafepb was viCted 
the final Sickhefs. (S. Epbiph*n 
78. Francifcnj Lucas. Baron) Hi 
exercis'd, (as he had done th 
the whole courfe of his Life) 
phical Afts of divine Love, ant 
roical Ad; of Patience and &c 
tion, which the Sen of Gid fij 
ed to him. O what a hca 
Scene was it, to behold the 
Ptrfonxsl the nioftB. Trinity, ] 
ing bn one fid? of his Bed, it 
Mother of his Rtdtemtr on t 
ther ? Both tenderly fhank't 
for the conftant Care and 
undertaken fa many Years upoi 
.Account. St. fofipb with Te 
Joy return'd humble Thanks f< 
-Honour they had done him, 
■ v ■ : . Vdrm\ 



St. JofephV Life. 2 1 7 

knowledging the difcharge of his Du- 
ty, and for their Affe&ion towards 
him. He beg'd, as the laft favour 
in this World,a Blefling from Chrijt'% 

Hand, that fills every Creature with 
BenedtUion^ and likcwilc the power- 
ful Intercefllon of his Immaculate 
Spovfe, for a happy Paflage to Eter- 
vity. Which being granted with 
grateful Tears , he petit ion'd like 

old Simeon to be difmifs'd in Peace, 

and rapt into an Extafie with the 
Love of God y he breathed out his 
precious Soul. Thrice happy death 
the reward of a vertuous Life. My 
God] Let my Departure be like that 
of the Juft. Infinite Goodnefs, in- 
finite Power ! aflift me now, and 
at that dreadful Tryal. Let me not 
be confounded at the hour of Death. 
Ponder alfo how Jefus with his fa- 
cred Hands, clofed the Patriarch's 
Eyes. To deferve a happy Death, 
' Ihut now your Eyes to^ the World, 
make fuch timely ?re^mv^s , w> 
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you would with to have done 
ftrugling in your Agony. I 
ver Hell by a change of Li 
up Afpirations, defining to 
folv'd and to be with Ck 
«xaft in every Confeflion, 
were the Laft. Do not 
mortal Sin, left fuddain De; 
you, and you be loft Eterna 
drefs St. Jo/rpi, that you n 
the Benediction of Je/w 
death Bed,and rejoyce withl 
of being call'd out of Banil 

POIKT H. 

Gw/SfrcnpH A T if Ann 
JL the Soul of J 
x,*rus into Abraham's Bofor 
ble Quire of thofe B. Spir 
commanded to condufl, 
on S. ]oftfhh to Limbo. A 
riring thither, they might 
vf the High Priefc \Mwtri* 




St. JofephV Life. tit) 

to conquering Judith, and flag, here 
caters the Glory of Jerufalent^, the joy 
of Ifrtttly and the honour of your Pro- 
fit. This is the Soul of great Jo- 
fiph t who govern'd and fupported 
your Creator thirty Years, who was 
fpoufe to the Mother of God. Re- 
flect, how the fared Souls of Kingt t 
Patriarchs and Prophets, rejoyced at 
his Entrance, but much more,when 
he gave an agreable Relation of 
the Birth, and Life of the long ex- 
pected Meffi*s t and that their Re- 
demption was near at hand. O my 
Soul! languilhfor that happy Hour, 
when thy good Angel will Conduit 
thee, to hear the tranfporting In- 
vitation, enter into joys of thy Lord. 
Obey the Angels voyce, exciting you 
to Aifts of Faith, Hope, love of God, 
Contrition and Reugnation , that 
they may be Familiar to you on the 
Death-bed, Refleft on former Sins, 
that if you had been caU'd away at 
fbcb and fucb, a i\w« % ^^V«.^ 
O 1 ^ 
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turn to their Tombs. The Sen §f 
Cod y and the holy Patriarchy went 
to ?ifit the Dolorous Mother. O 
what Comfort ! What a torrent of 
Joy over-flow'd the blejfed Virgin'* 
Heart, at that Glorious Appariti- 
on of her Immortal Son, and dear 
Spoufe. As grief abounded before, 
fo did then Confolation. Die with 
Cbrijt by Mortification, that you 
may rife with him to a new Life. 
Renounce prefent Pleafures, that 
you may rejoyce for ever. Break 
through all Difficulties, to open the 
way out of your loathfom Tomb of 
Vice, where you have lain fo long, 
and fo fordedly. Ponder alfo, that 
according to the Opinion of many 
found Do&ors, S.Jofeph is the mbft 

eminent Saint in Heaven (a) next to 

the 



t*taMM«»k 



(a) Suver p. 3. Tom. 2. Gerfon Scrm. De 
JVjt/v. Conf. 4. Bern&r&in. 4. Vm [em. 12. 
Certggm* Tom 1. L. 4. Hom.%.*S 9- ljxtar 
#. Put. cap. 2. Segn. Jerw. 4c S /Join's A\\v 




St. Jofeph'i Life. 22 j 
huffed Vlrgi« % and how on the 
•eafioa Day^omLord carry'dupin 
imp his Fofter .Father, both Body 
1 Soul, and placed him on a glo- 
is Throne, next to that prepai'd 
the Mother of Cod. What joy 
he then experience for paft Suf- 
ngs ? What Glory , for Con^ 
ipt? What a refplendent Crown 
Parity ot Life? O my fluggifo 
1 .' take Pains like St. Jififb in 
'ing Chrift) that yon may be rtf 
■ded with him 1 ; call frequently t6 
id, thofe divine Words of our 
eemtr, what doth it profit a Mm, if 
■aim tin whole World, and fuilains 
damage of hit Soul (St. Matth. 1 6 .) 
Enjoyment is fhort, and the Pu- 
ment Eternal. On the contra? 
faithful Servants of the Omni* 
nt t have tranficnt Tryals, . fliort 
idions, whether Exterior or la* 
or, but they gain a never ending 
happy Kingdom. -Say often to 
r ftirY what caix fe^wifc* ~" 
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from the Love of my God ? ■ Not all 
the Menaces of cruel Man, nor all 
the malice of Hell. I will Lore my 
Omnipotent Creator^ I will Love my 
molt merciful Redeemer, I will Lore 
my gracious Santtifier , purely for 
their own Sakes, 1 will Love them 
Eternally* 

The Colloquy. 

OMoft glorious Patriarch, my 
dear Patron ! Blejfed tare the 
Eyes that fee, what you now fie. . I 

confide with holy }ob, through the 
Infinite Merits oiChrifi^ and by your 
powerful Incerceflion, that in my 
fiejh , / fljall fee God my Saviour. 

Stretch out, for your unworthy Cli- 
ent, thofe happy Hands, which car* 
ryMfo often, and provided for, the 
Son of God. Petition, that I may 
live, as I wifh to die, always in di- 
vine Favour. I noft humbly beg, 
that you'll iproaW 11V& y*« Iwm^ 




St. JofephV Life, f 22$ 
c*l*tt Sfwft, to^'oyn in Prayer with 
you, that I her unworthy Suppliant, 
may be a fav'd Soul,and make up the ' 
Number of the eleft. With pro- 
found Humility, I invite you both, - 
to be prefent with me at the dread- 
ful hour of my Deatlii when my lafc 
grateful Words fliall be, with my 
. parting Breath to intoke the fatrcd 
Names of Jt/of, Maty, ]ofeph\ and 
hating fatisfy'd ditine Juftice for 
manifold Tranfgreffions in the fcorch- 
ing Flames of Purgatory the very 
Moment that I fliall be admitted to 
the Beatifical Villon, I will protrate 
my felf before the Throne of Mer- 
cy, and I will fay ; O my God I 
Your Charity was Infinite, and your 
Goodnefs Incomprehensible, to bring 
into this celeftial Manfion, a tile 
Worm of the Earth. I deferv'd to 
hate been now raging with repro- 
bate Souls in unquenchable Fire,and 
not to be an Eye-witnefr of fo great 




%*6 '' WeditatSMs ear, &C. 

GfofjT, but your Mercy is above 
^wr' Works ^ moft fitcred Trinl 

my prefent Happinefs is molt d 
unto me, becaufe this t ran {port 
Felicity wa* perfe&ed by your bo 
tiftil Grace and Favour, more tl 
by my poore Merits co^operati 
to take Pofleffion of Heaven. I i 
then addrefs the Mother of Godj 
yen her glorious Spoufe, as alfo 
nine Quires of Angels, and all Ble: 
Souls, to /oyn with me in Afts 
f hankfgiring, to God the Fat 
God the Son, and God the Holy Gh 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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